
 
 

Wednesday, June 17, 2026 – First Baptist Church Buda 

Midweek Prayer Meeting & Bible Study 

 
COLOSSIANS: ROOTED IN CHRIST – PART 6 

“Serving Christ Well” 

Colossians 1:21-29 

 

“21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now 

He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and 

blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded 

and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which 

was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. 24 I now 

rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of 

Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister 

according to the [g]stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word 

of God, 26 the [h]mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now 

has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches 

of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of 

glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we 

may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according 

to His working which works in me mightily.” – Colossians 1:21-29 (NKJV) 

 

BIBLICAL BACKGROUND FOR COLOSSIANS 

The following is some of the general background information for the book of Colossians. 

Let’s quickly review what we have previously said about the book of Colossians just to give 

us a bit of context… 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29491g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29492h
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Some General Background Information on Colossians: 
 

(1) The author of Colossians = The Apostle Paul - The Apostle Paul identifies himself as 

the author (1:1; 4:18) 

(2) An important character in Colossians = Epaphras - Epaphras likely planted the 

church by bringing the gospel he heard under Paul in Ephesus (Acts 19:10) back to his 

home city of Colossae (1:7; 4:12) 

(3) Date, place and type of writing = A.D. 60-62, A prison epistle/letter written from 

Rome - Paul writes this letter from a Roman prison around 60-62 AD (4:16) 

(4) Important information about Colossae = Small but diverse city - Colossae was a 

small but diverse city in Rome’s Asia province, modern day Turkey 

(5) 2 key words to understand Colossae = Pluralism and syncretism - They were 

immersed in an environment of pluralism and syncretism where most people simply 

borrowed from the religious and philosophical ideas of the day 

(6) Identified false teaching/doctrine in Colossians = “The Colossian Heresy” - 

Throughout the book Paul hints at a “Colossian heresy.” However, he focuses on Christ-

centered, correct teaching rather than the contents of the false teaching 

(7) What we know about this false teaching/doctrine = It is “not according to Christ” - 

Whatever this false teaching is, it is “not according to Christ” (2:8) and it undermines the 

sole supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus 

(8) John Calvin’s summary of Colossians = “This Epistle…to express it in one word, 

distinguishes the true Christ from a fictitious one.”  

(9) Layout of the book = Half doctrinal, half practical - Like other Pauline letters, the first 

half builds a rich theology that the second half exhorts us to then live out 

(10) Relation to other N.T. books = Ephesians and Colossians are companion books – 

These two books/letters were written around the same time, and they overlap greatly and 

can help explain one another 

 

Our theme verse for this study is Colossians 2:6-7. This passage not only serves as a premise 

for this particular study, it also identifies a primary purpose for Paul’s letter…   
 

“6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built 

up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with 

thanksgiving.” -Colossians 2:6-7 (NKJV) 
 

Theme Verse Truths (Colossians 2:6-7): 

(1) If you are truly saved you will show it by walking in Him – What does it mean to 

“walk in Him”? 

(2) Genuine Christians will continue to grow in Him and never stop growing  – Why is 

this true? How do we grow? Being saved and coming into relationship with Jesus Christ 

is only the beginning of a life time of adventure. You have not arrived with you accept 

Christ. You are to go on and continue to grow and “abound” in Him. If you ever stop 
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growing, reaching, striving, pushing further in toward Christ and Christlikeness you will 

stagnate and die. 

(3) The faith of a truly saved believer will be established and not fluctuating -  Does this 

mean that our faith never comes under attack or that at times it doesn’t grow weak and 

perhaps even a bit shaky? Explain our answer 

(4) An important part of growing in your faith is to be teachable and to sit under solid 

Biblical teaching  – A person claiming to be a Christian but doesn’t love the teaching 

and preaching of the Word, won’t humbly submit themselves to the teaching of the Word, 

won’t spend time in God’s Word loving it, cherishing it, hungering for it is an oxymoron 

(contradiction, paradox, self-contradiction) and anomaly (incongruity, abnormality, 

gross inconsistency) 

(5) A spirit of thankfulness and expressed gratitude will exude from the life of a 

genuinely saved individual (even in the harshest of circumstances) -  

 

READ: Colossians 1:21-29 

 

In the middle of our passage Paul is talking about his ministry, I thought about titling this 

study, “How to be a Good Minister.” But I was afraid that if you saw that title in advance, 

you might think that it was a good week to skip! Being a good minister may be interesting 

for seminary students or a group of pastors or missionaries, but what relevance does being 

a good minister have for lay-Christians… those who are not in “full time” ministry? 

 

The answer is, “It is extremely relevant for every Christian!” If you know Jesus Christ as 

your Savior, then you are just as much a minister of Christ as I am. The word translated 

“minister” (Col. 1:23, 25) means “servant.” Every Christian is a servant of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Every Christian has been given spiritual gifts to use in serving the Master. “Church 

benchwarmer” is not one of the gifts! Every member of the body has a ministry to fulfill. 

 

Many Christians believe that God cannot use them due to various 

misconceptions. These feelings often stem from personal insecurities, past mistakes, 

or a lack of understanding of God's grace. 

 

 

Common Misconceptions About Why We Think God Can’t Us: 

(1) Feeling unqualified -  Many think they lack the necessary skills or qualifications to 

serve God effectively. However, it's emphasized that God qualifies those He calls.  

What are some things that may make us feel unqualified? 

(2) Past mistakes - Individuals may feel that their past sins or failures disqualify them 

from being used by God. Yet, the belief is that God's grace covers all shortcomings. 

What are some past mistake that people at time think make them unusable for God? 

(3) Self-Doubt -  A pervasive sense of inadequacy can lead to the belief that one is not 

worthy of God's use. This is often rooted in personal insecurities rather than biblical 
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truth.  Why do you think self-doubt (insecurity) is so limiting in  our perceived 

usefulness to God? How can we fix this one? 

(4) Excuses -  Some may create excuses to avoid responsibility or service, which can 

hinder their spiritual growth and obedience. What are some excuses we may use to 

avoid service? (I’ve done my time!, I don’t have time!, I’m not good at that!, etc.)  

 

Understanding God's Perspective 

It's important to recognize that God desires to use everyone, regardless of their past or 

perceived limitations. Embracing this truth can lead to a more fulfilling spiritual life and 

service to others 

 

But maybe you’re thinking, “Okay, but I’ve never been to seminary and I’m not a full time 

Christian worker as you are. I can’t devote the time to serving the Lord that you do.” What 

might be wrong with this? True, but the apostle Paul never went to seminary. And he made 

tents to support his ministry. But he saw his ministry as a stewardship given to him by God. 

He knew that he would give an account to God for the ministry that God had entrusted to 

him. And so he worked hard to be a good minister. He wanted to serve Christ well. 

 

The following are some “application questions” that may help us probe a bit deeper at the 

how and why of spiritual growth in our lives as believers… 
 

Application Questions 

1. Should every Christian view his job as “tent-making” to support his ministry? 

Why/why not? 

2. How should a new believer discover where God want him or her to serve? 

3. How should we respond when we’re serving the Lord and catch criticism? What 

steps should we take? 

4. Practically, how can we gain a deeper sense of Christ’s indwelling presence and of 

the hope of glory? 

 

So should you. Perhaps you’ve never thought about it before, but the question, “How can I 

be a good minister (servant) of Jesus Christ?” should be on your mind often. One day soon 

you will stand before the Lord for judgment of what you have done with what He entrusted 

to you (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10). How did you use your time? How did you manage the 

money He allowed you to make? How did you use your spiritual gifts? 

 

But perhaps you’re still thinking, “But my gifts are pretty insignificant. I never could 

prepare and preach a sermon, as you do every week. I’m not gifted as an evangelist. I don’t 

have millions of dollars to give to the Lord’s work. So I don’t have an important role in the 

Lord’s work.” What might be wrong with this? 

 

 “How can I be a good minister or servant of Jesus Christ?”  Or better asked, How can I 

serve Christ well?  
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Paul’s answer here is: 

 

KEY THOUGHT: We serve Christ well by exalting Him in every way. 

 

Paul was writing against the backdrop of the false teachers who were infecting the Colossian 

church. They diminished the person and work of Christ, so Paul has exalted Christ as 

preeminent over everything that is. The false teachers no doubt knew that Paul had trained 

Epaphras who had brought the gospel to them. But to build themselves up, they probably 

tore Paul down. Perhaps they were saying, “If Christ is the Sovereign Lord of the universe 

and if Paul is His servant, then why is Paul in jail? Don’t follow a jailbird; follow us!” 

 

So in verse 23, Paul mentions that he was made (or became) a minister of the gospel. In 

Colossians 1:24-29, he expands on that topic, showing how he exalted Christ in his ministry. 

In so doing, he shows us how we can serve Christ well in whatever He has given us to do 

for Him. I can only work through verse 27 in this message. Paul shows us how we can exalt 

Christ in trials (Col. 1:24); in our service (Col. 1:25); and in our message (Col. 1:26-27). 

 

3 Ways We Can Serve Christ Well Exalting Him: 

(1) We exalt Christ in our trials by enduring them joyfully for Him and His church’s 

sake (Colossians 1:24) “24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my 

flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the 

church.” 

(2) We exalt Christ in our service by doing it in the power of His Spirit as stewards 

appointed by Him (Colossians 1:25) “25 of which I became a minister according 

to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God.” 

(3) We exalt Christ in our message by proclaiming God’s revelation about the 

indwelling Christ and the hope of glory for everyone who believes (Colossians 1:26-

27) “ 26The mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has 

been revealed to His saints.27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of 

the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

 

WE EXALT CHRIST IN OUR TRIALS BY ENDURING THEM JOYFULLY FOR 

HIS AND HIS CHURCH’S SAKE (Colossians 1:24) 

 

Colossians 1:24, “24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is 

lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church.”  

 

This is a difficult verse for two reasons… 

2 Reasons Colossians 1:24 May Be Difficult: 

1. It’s difficult to explain - When you come to a difficult verse, the principle for 

interpretation is, always interpret the difficult verse in light of the clear. The difficult 
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verse will never contradict the clear verses. And it is clear both in Paul’s writings and in 

the entire New Testament that Christ’s suffering on the cross was complete and sufficient 

for the salvation of all who trust in Him. Jesus Himself proclaimed just before He died 

(John 19:30), “It is finished.” The atonement that He procured for sinners was complete. 

• In Colossians 1:12-14, Paul makes it clear that in Christ we have an inheritance, we 

have been rescued from Satan’s domain of darkness and transferred to the kingdom 

of Christ, and we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

• In Colossians 2:10, Paul says, “In Him you have been made complete.” He goes on 

to show that the death and resurrection of Christ resulted in all our sins being forgiven 

and in Christ’s complete victory over the powers of darkness. 

• Many other verses in Paul’s writings and in the Book of Hebrews could be piled up 

to show that in terms of salvation, nothing was lacking in Christ’s sufferings. 

• So this verse does not mean that somehow Christ’s suffering on the cross was 

insufficient for our salvation so that Paul or anyone else needed to complete it. 

Paul isn’t talking here about salvation, but rather about service. The word translated 

“afflictions” is not used elsewhere in the New Testament of Christ’s sacrificial sufferings 

for our salvation (J. B. Lightfoot, Saint Paul’s Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon 

[Zondervan], p. 166). So Paul does not mean and the New Testament never teaches that 

in some way we by our suffering must add merit to Christ’s sacrificial death that paid for 

our sins. 

 

2. It’s difficult to apply - Then what does Paul mean by this statement? Many views have 

been suggested, but I think that two offer the best explanation. 

 

2 Important Views of Explanation: 

[1] Identification with Christ suffering - First, Jesus taught that His followers must 

suffer because of their identification with Him. He told the disciples in John 15:20-21,  

“20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If 

they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep 

yours also. 21 But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they 

do not know Him who sent Me.” In the Olivet Discourse, Jesus prophesied that before 

He returned, there would be a time of unprecedented suffering for His followers (Matt. 

24:9, 21-22). In Revelation 6:9-11, the apostle John saw the martyrs in heaven, who were 

crying out, asking God how long would it be until their blood was avenged. The Lord 

told them (Rev. 6:11) to rest for a little while longer, “until the number of their fellow 

servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be 

completed also.” So there is a sense in which Christ’s sufferings must be filled up or 

completed by His body, the church, before He returns. Because the church is His body, 

when any member suffers for His name, Jesus also suffers. As Paul learned on the 

Damascus Road, when he persecuted the church, he persecuted Jesus Himself (Acts 9:4). 

[2] Propagation of Christ suffering -  But also, Christ’s sufferings do not need 

completion in terms of propitiation, but rather in terms of propagation. Christ’s death 
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provided perfect atonement for all who believe, but people can’t believe unless Christ’s 

followers go everywhere proclaiming the good news. As Paul put it in Romans 10:14, 

“How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe 

in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher?”  

 

John Piper develops this explanation in Desiring God [Multnomah Books], 1996 ed., pp. 

223-238). William Barclay offers a helpful illustration (Flesh and Spirit [Baker], pp. 80-

81). He affirms that the work of Christ is done and completed. No one can add to it. But 

he supposes a great scientist or surgeon who has spent his life and ruined his health to 

find some cure for a disease. That discovery remains useless unless it is taken out of the 

laboratory and made available for people all over the world. Those who take it to others 

may have to sweat and toil and risk their lives to do it. They aren’t adding to the scientist’s 

work. But it may be rightly said that they are completing the sufferings of the scientist 

by taking his discovery to the far corners of the earth. The thing lacking in Christ’s 

afflictions is not the full salvation He secured on the cross, but the price that His followers 

must pay in the struggle against the powers of darkness to take the salvation Christ offers 

to every person. 

 

But if that is Paul’s meaning, it is still difficult to apply to us American Christians 

because very few of us know what it means to suffer for the gospel of Christ. Our 

brothers and sisters around the world know it very well, as you are aware if you read 

“Voice of the Martyrs” magazine. The way things are going in this country, we may soon 

get our turn. But in addition to praying for and helping those in other countries who are 

suffering for Christ’s sake, how can we apply this here and now? 

 

2 Things to Note: 

[1] Note that Paul is not only talking about suffering for Christ’s sake, but suffering 

joyfully - He was in prison and he tells the Colossians1:24, “Now I rejoice in my 

sufferings for your sake.” Paul rejoiced that his sufferings for Christ would help the new 

Colossian church to stand firm when they suffered. Our Lord also told us in Matthew 

5:11-12, “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven 

is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

His words give us a hint for how we can apply this short of being imprisoned or beaten 

or dying for our faith. If it comes to that, I trust that the Holy Spirit will give us the power 

to rejoice. But in the meantime, we should rejoice when people insult us and falsely say 

all kinds of evil against us because of Christ. Perhaps you’re teaching Sunday school or 

you’re on a worship team or you’re working behind the scenes to serve, and someone 

criticizes you or they even lie about you. They gossip to others, maligning your motives. 

What do you do? 
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[2] Note that we should view suffering with a different perspective - I’ve seen 

wounded Christians quit serving the Lord. Some have even dropped out of church and in 

a few cases, stopped following Christ. I’ve seen pastors leave the ministry because of 

criticism. But what should you do? You may need to talk to the critic to try to get things 

cleared up and to be reconciled in your relationship. But first, you need to rejoice! Count 

it a privilege that you have been considered worthy to suffer shame for Jesus’ name (Acts 

5:41). In some small way, you are filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions! When 

you endure trials joyfully for Christ’s sake and for His church’s sake, you exalt Him. 

 

WE EXALT CHRIST IN OUR SERVICE BY DOING IT IN THE POWER OF HIS 

SPIRIT AS STEWARDS APPOINTED BY HIM (Colossians 1:25) 

 

Colossians 1:25, “25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God 

which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God.”  

 

Twice (Col. 1:23, 25) Paul says that he was made or became a minister. How did this 

happen? Did Paul take an aptitude test where the results indicated, “You’d be good as a 

minister”? No! In Galatians 1:15, Paul says that God had set him apart from his mother’s 

womb. 

 

In Acts 9 we read how it happened. As Paul approached Damascus where he planned to 

persecute and imprison Christians, a light from heaven flashed around him, he fell to the 

ground and heard a voice saying (Acts 9:4), “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 

Saul asked (Acts 9:5), “Who are You, Lord?” The Lord answered (Acts 9:5b-6), “I am Jesus 

whom you are persecuting, but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you 

must do.” Then the Lord told Ananias to go and lay hands on Paul so that he might regain 

his sight. When Ananias expressed concerns about doing that for a known terrorist, the Lord 

replied in Acts 9:15-16, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before 

the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer 

for My name’s sake.” 

 

• That’s how Paul became a minister of the gospel 

• He was not a volunteer for Jesus 

• He was a conscript (a draftee, a recruit)! 

• It wasn’t Paul’s chosen career path. 

• Rather, the crucified and risen Lord laid His hand on Paul and said, like the old Army 

posters, “I want you to serve Me!”  

• Paul didn’t join God’s army; he was drafted! 

 

Maybe you’re thinking, “Wow, I’m glad that the Lord hasn’t called me into the ministry!” 

But as I said, if you know Christ, He has called you into the ministry. He has called you to 

serve Him with whatever spiritual gifts, time, and resources He has entrusted to you. It may 
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not be a calling to preach God’s Word, as Paul’s calling was. But whatever your gifts and 

calling, you can learn something from Paul’s statement that he “might fully carry out the 

preaching of the word of God” (literally, “make full the word of God”). 

In Romans 15:18-19, Paul refers to what Christ had accomplished through him in the power 

of the Spirit and then adds, “so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as Illyricum I 

have fully preached [or, ‘fulfilled’] the gospel of Christ.” In 2 Timothy 4:17, he tells how 

the Lord strengthened him “so that through me the proclamation might be fully 

accomplished.” 

 

So the idea is, however God has gifted you, you will only fulfill your calling if you rely on 

the power of the Spirit and trust the Lord to accomplish His work through you. As Jesus said 

(John 15:4-5), it is only when we abide in Him as branches in the vine that we can bear much 

fruit. So view yourself as a steward appointed by Christ to do whatever He’s given you to 

do. Then do it joyfully in reliance on His Spirit, seeking to glorify the Lord who bought you 

and rescued you from the domain of darkness. Your ministry is not about fulfilling you, but 

about exalting the Lord. 

 

How Does God Call Every Christian to His Ministry/Service: 

(1) He saves us 

(2) He equips us 

(3) He empowers us 

 

So we serve Christ well by exalting Him in every way. We exalt Him in our trials by 

enduring them joyfully for His and His church’s sake. We exalt Him in our service by doing 

it in the power of His Spirit as His stewards because He appointed us. 

 

WE EXALT CHRIST IN OUR MESSAGE BY PROCLAIMING GOD’S 

REVELATION ABOUT THE INDWELLING CHRIST AND THE HOPE OF 

GLORY FOR EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES (Colossians 1:26-27) 

 

Colossians 1:26-27, “ 26The mystery which has been hidden from ages and from 

generations, but now has been revealed to His saints.27 To them God willed to make known 

what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in 

you, the hope of glory.”  

 

Paul calls his message “the mystery.” Probably he was playing upon a term which the false 

teachers used. They taught that you had to be initiated into their inner circle to understand 

the mysteries or secret truths which they would reveal to you. Paul says that the gospel 

message, especially that the Gentiles could be full partners along with the Jews, is a mystery; 

not in the sense that it is known only by a select few, but in the sense that it was formerly 

unknown, but now God has revealed it. The Old Testament predicted salvation for the 
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Gentiles. But God had to reveal the previously unknown truth that the Gentiles would be 

fellow-heirs with the Jews, one body in Christ with them. 

 

When Paul says, “Christ in you” (Col. 1:27), he means, in this context, “Christ in you 

Gentiles.” For Paul, this was a glorious truth, but I fear that we don’t appreciate it as much 

as we should. Before the cross of Christ which opened the gospel to both Jews and Gentiles 

on equal standing, Gentiles were at best second-class citizens in the kingdom. Gentiles could 

become proselytes to Judaism, but they could only enter into the court of the women and 

Gentiles in the Temple. They could not go into the inner court where the Jewish men went. 

There was a waist-high wall of partition which separated them. Before his conversion Paul 

was at the forefront of perpetuating this discrimination. 

 

But once he was saved, God revealed to him that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs of the gospel 

with the Jews. The wall of partition is removed in Christ (Eph. 2:14). As he writes in 

Colossians 3:11, “there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.” Christ 

is in every believer and every believer is in Christ! And the church should be the place where 

those cultural walls of prejudice are torn down as a demonstration of the power of the gospel. 

We exalt Christ in our message when we proclaim that the glorious riches of the indwelling 

Christ are for every person from every race. Racial prejudice has no place in the church. 

 

Paul says that the riches of the glory of the gospel is, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” I 

know that you all know that if you have believed in Jesus Christ, He dwells in you and 

you’re going to heaven. I know it, too. But do we really know it? 

 

2 Keys to they “Mystery” of Christ: 

(1) All mankind can be saved (Gentiles) – There are not class, race, ethnic, economic 

division in God’s family… none 

(2) Christ is in all saved believers – You have all of Christ you are ever going to get, no 

more and now less, and no more or less than any other believers 

What difference does this make to you and I today? In what ways does this help us, lead 

us, empower us? 

 

If we really knew that the living Christ was in us this past week and that we will soon be 

with Him in glory, would things have gone any differently? Would we have been impatient, 

frustrated, angry, grumbling, or depressed if we had stopped to consider that Christ is living 

in us and we’re destined to share His glory? Would we have spent our time as we spent it if 

we had been aware of His holy presence in our hearts and thought about being with Him in 

glory? Would we have grown cold in our devotion to Him and lacked the motivation to read 

His Word and to pray if we had felt the reality of Christ dwelling in our hearts and had our 

hope set on the glory ahead? Christianity is not primarily rules or religious ideas; it’s a 
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personal relationship with the living, indwelling Christ, who has called us to share His glory. 

We exalt Him when we experience and proclaim that message. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Ever since my college days (many decades ago), I’ve had a recurring dream where it’s the 

end of the semester and I realize that I haven’t been going to a class or doing the assignments 

and it’s time for the final exam. I panic! It’s a nightmare! 

 

If you know Christ, you’re enrolled in the course called “ministry.” There are assignments 

and there will be a final exam! Maybe before this message, you didn’t even know you were 

enrolled in the course. But now you know. Your grade will be based on, “Did you serve 

Christ well by exalting Him in every way?” Did you exalt Him in your trials by enduring 

them joyfully for His sake? Did you exalt Him in your service by doing it in the power of 

His Spirit as a steward appointed by Him? Did you exalt Him in your message by 

proclaiming that Christ indwells you and will indwell every person who trusts in Him and 

that He promises glory for every believer? Remember, you’re in the ministry now! 

 

Christians are called to live in a way that reflects their identity in Christ. This means 

embracing a life that demonstrates faith, love, and obedience to God. Here are some key 

aspects of living with the awareness of Christ within: 

 

4 Key Aspects of Living with Awareness of Christ Within: 

(1) Identity in Christ 
• Believers are seen as children of God, which brings a sense of belonging and 

purpose (Galatians 3:26-28). 
• The life lived is no longer one's own but is empowered by Christ (Galatians 2:20).  

(2) Transformation and guidance 
• With Christ living in them, Christians can experience transformation, enabling them 

to overcome sin and live righteously (Romans 6:6). 
• The Holy Spirit provides guidance and strength, helping believers make decisions 

aligned with God's will (Romans 8:9). 

(3) Living out faith 
• Christians are encouraged to express their faith through love and good works, 

reflecting Christ's character in their interactions (Ephesians 2:10). 
• This includes serving others, sharing the Gospel, and living in community with 

fellow believers. 

(4) Peace and assurance 
• Knowing Christ is in them brings peace and assurance, even during life's 

challenges, as thSERey rely on His strength (Philippians 4:13) 

 
 


