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THAT YOU MAY KNOW – A STUDY OF 1,2 & 3 JOHN 

True Christianity - 1 John 1:1-4 

  

BACKGROUND AND SETTING FOR 1ST, 2ND, & 3RD JOHN: 

(1) AUTHOR = The Apostle John – If you will notice, the letter of 1 John bears no 

inscription (name, autograph, signature). It doesn’t give us a name of an individual in the 

actual letter itself. For that reason 1 John is often called an “anonymous letter,” but 2 

and 3 John do carry an inscription. They are written by someone called “the Elder,” a 

reference to one of Jesus’ closest disciples/apostles who was a part of Jesus inner circle, 

John. The moniker “Elder” does indicate that John is advanced in years when these letter 

were written. The language and style of all three letters are identical to each other as well 

as to John’s Gospel, so the traditional view and the most commonly held view is that all 

three were written by the “disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 21:20-24). There is no 

reason to doubt this and early church leaders titled these three little book by John’s name.  

 

John actually wrote 5 books in the New Testament… not just these three. 

 

5 Books Written by the Beloved Disciple: 

1. The Gospel of John  

2. First John 

3. Second John   

4. Third John 

5. The Book of the Revelation 

 

And this I think is significant… all of his books were written later in life and after all the 

other books in the Bible were recorded. 

 

https://bibleproject.com/guides/books-of-1-3-john/
https://bibleproject.com/guides/books-of-1-3-john/
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Here are some facts we know about John: 

➢ He was the son of Zebedee and Salome (Mt. 4:21; 27:55-56; Mk. 15:40-41) 

➢ He and his brother James were fishermen with their father (Mk. 1:19-20) 

➢ He and James were called Boanerges or Sons of thunder by Christ because of their 

fiery behavior at times (Mk. 3:17; cp. Lk. 9:53-54) 

➢ He was one of the 3 most intimate disciples of the Lord (Mt. 17:1ff; 26:37) 

➢ He was a close associate of Simon Peter… the first ones to arrive at the tomb (Jn. 

20:2-8), they suffered imprisonment together after healing a lame man (Acts 3 & 4), 

and they traveled together to Samaria after the gospel was preached (Acts 8:14-17) 

not to mention that they were the disciples closest to Jesus 

➢ He was one of the pillars (prime leaders) of the church in Jerusalem (Gal. 2:9)  

➢ From external and extra-biblical sources (history/tradition), like Polycarp, Papias 

(pappy-us), and Justin Martyr (early church fathers)  we are told the following 

about John from his writings – These early church fathers often quoted John and used 

his writings 

➢ Polycarp and Papias were identified as pupils of John - They have writings dated as 

early as the 2nd century  

➢ John was eventually banished to the isle of Patmos by the Roman emperor 

Domitian, from where he received the visions and wrote The Revelation (cp. Rev. 

1:9) 

➢ He returned to Ephesus to live out the rest of his life, from where he wrote these 

three epistles as well as the gospel that bears his name - Archeological remains bear 

his name in ruins of churches and shrines 

➢ John outlived all the other apostles 

➢ The book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ was written by John probably close to 

the same time he wrote these small epistles which bear his name.  

➢ Remember the book of the Revelation was written about the vision that John saw 

while banished to the Greek island of Patmos on the Aegean sea. 

➢ Tradition says that this was after John had been sentenced to death by martyrdom. 

➢ We know little about John’s later life and death from the Bible 

➢ The most insightful bit of information comes from John 21 when the risen Christ 

was talking to Peter about Peter’s death - After Jesus told Peter that he would not live 

long Peter asked about John’s death. Jesus replied that if John lived until Christ’s return, 

that was not Peter’s concern. This was not a promise that John would live until the Lord 

returned, but it does seem to indicate that the Lord knew John would live a long time 

(John 21:19-23) 

➢ Tradition holds that John was sentenced to death in a boiling vat of oil, yet he 

emerged unharmed from the experience 

➢ Again tradition tells us that John lived into old age perhaps dying sometime after 

AD  98… He is thought to have died in Ephesus – But in fact the mystery and 

unknowns concerning John’s death and what happened to him are not known and are 

varied… 

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/revelation-summary-commentary-and-key-verses/
https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/apostle-peter-biography-timeline-life-and-death/
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God Questions? How Did the Apostle John Die?  

We know that the apostle John was exiled for his faith late in life (Revelation 1:9). The Bible 

does not give us details on how the apostle John died, but tradition gives us a few theories. 
 

The most plausible theory of John’s death states that John was arrested in Ephesus and faced 

martyrdom when his enemies threw him in a huge basin of boiling oil. However, according 

to the tradition, John was miraculously delivered from death. The authorities then sentenced  
 

John to slave labor in the mines of Patmos. On this island in the southern part of the Aegean 

Sea, John had a vision of Jesus Christ and wrote the prophetic book of Revelation. The 

apostle John was later freed, possibly due to old age, and he returned to Ephesus, in what is 

now Turkey. He died as an old man sometime after AD 98, the only apostle to die peacefully. 
 

Another theory concerning John’s death is associated with a second-century bishop 

named Papias of Hierapolis. According to one commentary on Papias’s writings, John was 

killed by a group of Jewish men. However, many historians believe Papias was misquoted 

or misread and doubt the credibility of this theory. 
 

There is also a legend that says John did not die but rather ascended straight to heaven 

like Enoch and Elijah. There is no biblical evidence to lend validity to this story. 
 

Ultimately, it is not essential to know how the apostle John died. What is important is the 

fact that he was not ashamed of Christ (see Luke 9:26) and was willing to die for his faith. 

A man will not die for something he knows to be a lie. John knew the truth that Jesus had 

been resurrected, and he was willing to die rather than to renounce his faith in his Savior. 

 

(2) DATE = A.D. 90-95 - As with most books in the Bible, we cannot know for certain when 

and from where these epistles were penned. As to a date, it is commonly believed to have 

been written close to the end of the 1st century, with a fairly wide possible time frame… 

somewhere between 90-95 A.D.  Again, we don’t know the exact time or order of the 

books having been written, but here are some possible dates for John’s writings… 

 

Dates for John’s Biblical Writings: 

1. The Gospel of John = AD 80 to 98 

2. First, Second and Third John = AD 90 to 95 

3. The Book of the Revelation = AD 94 to 98 

 
 

Of course we know God inspired the Bible and that it was written with His leading, but this 

may explain why the book of John seems so applicable to the readers of today.  Think of 

this… John had more time to think about what questions were raised in the 50 or more years 

after the resurrection of Christ. He knew what doubts had been raised and how to answer the 

questions before we knew to ask them. 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/life-John-Apostle.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Revelation/1/Revelation-1-9.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Patmos-in-the-Bible.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Papias-of-Hierapolis.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Enoch-in-the-Bible.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/life-Elijah.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Luke/9/Luke-9-26.html
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(3) PLACE OF WRITING = Ephesus – Again, as with most books in the Bible, we cannot 

know with certainty when and from where these small letters of John were written. Some 

guesses are better than others, but are still just that guesses. It is believed by most Biblical 

scholars that John wrote these letters from Ephesus, the place believed to be where he 

died. It is usually accepted that John wrote them late in his life. Supporters of this point 

to 2 John 1 and 3 John 1. In both verses, the author calls himself “the elder.” In the 

original text, there is a definite article before “elder.” Thus, the reference is probably to 

an older man rather than to one who serves as an overseer in a local church. Also, 1 John 

2:1,12,28; 3:7,18; 5:21; and 3 John 4 all reference John’s readers as his “little children.” 

Such a fatherly concern points to John as an older man. 

 

(4) RECIPIENTS = 3 different audiences - The Epistles of John were written to various 

audiences. They were all written after John was an old man living in Ephesus. 

 

3 Recipients of John’s Letter: 

1. Letter 1 = The Ephesian church (and/or surrounding churches) - The first epistle 

was not addressed to anyone in particular, but was written more as a sermon  

2. Letter 2 = Elect lady - The second was written to an unnamed “elect lady.”  

3. Letter 3 = Gaius - The third to a man name Gaius. There are three men who bear that 

name to whom the letter could have been written. There was a Gaius in Macedonia 

(Acts 19: 29), Corinth (Rom. 16:23), and Derbe (Acts 20:4). 

 

(5) PURPOSE = Multiple purposes - In terms of a positive stated purpose, John actually 

gives us reasons why he wrote these epistles: 

 

3 Stated Positive Purposes for These Letters: 

1. That your (our) joy may be made complete = 1 John1:4 

2. That you may not sin = 1 John 2:1 

3. That you may know that you have eternal life = 1 John 5:13 

 

Like the gospel of John, the 3 letters of John were written to supply evidence essential 

for the building of credible faith. 

 

It also seems evident that John had a purpose to write that was negative in nature. 

 

Three Stated Negative Purposes for These Letters: 

1. He addresses false doctrines that threatened the faith of the early saints =  1 John 

2:26). 

2. There were some who even went out from among the believers = 1 John 2:19 (see 

also  Acts 20:30) 

3. Of particular concern during these days was the threat of Gnosticism-  
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• The word “Gnosticism” comes from gnosis, which meant “knowledge.” 

• It was “the philosophical result of the blending of the cosmology (Cosmology deals 

with the world as the totality of space, time and all phenomena. Historically, it has 

had quite a broad scope, and in many cases was found in religion) of Greek 

thought with the theology of oriental religions, esp. Judaism” (Zondervan Pictorial 

Encyclopedia of the Bible, Vol. 3, p. 648). 

• Gnostics believed they had superior knowledge, and such knowledge was limited 

only to their select group.  

• According to them, salvation came from knowing theories rather than faith in a 

Savior.  

• Such a claim obviously puts them at odds with the Lord’s apostles who were 

promised to be ‘guided into all truth’ (Jn. 16:13).  

• It also contradicts the promise made to those who, upon reading inspired 

documents, would have apostolic insight into previously hidden mysteries (Eph. 

3:3-5).  

• To meet such a threat, the error of gnosticism had to be exposed. Gnostics believed 

that all matter was evil, and the spirit of man was good.  

• They believed the human body and the spirit within had no effective contact with 

each other.  

• A redeemed soul inside a sinful body was not affected by immoral behavior.  

• Thus, a person could engage in all sorts of wickedness and it would not endanger 

the soul.  

• This “theory” puts them in conflict with the Incarnation, or God dwelling in bodily 

form (cp. Phil. 2:7; Col. 2:9; Jn. 1:14). 

• In terms of everyday application of such a doctrine, usually one of two extremes 

were practiced: (1) man should abstain from everything that would satisfy the 

sinful flesh (2) since the soul could not be affected by sinful behavior, man was at 

liberty to do anything that would satisfy the flesh 

• Generally, gnosticism fell into 2 categories: 

 

2 Categories of Gnosticism: 

(1) Docetic Gnosticism – Docetic gnostics (from dokein, ‘to seem’) did not 

believe that Christ came in bodily form. He only seemed to have been physical; 

it was “imagined.” If He did come, He was not perfect while in the flesh (cp. 1 

Jn. 4:1-3). 

(2) Cerinthian Gnosticism - Cerinthian gnostics (named after Cerinthus, an 

Ephesian gnostic) attempted to make a distinction between the man Jesus and 

the Christ. They taught that Christ descended upon Jesus at His baptism, and 

ascended shortly before His crucifixion. Thus it was not Christ who suffered, 

died, and rose again but Jesus (cp. 1 Jn. 5:6). In order to combat these heresies, 

John provides proof of the reality of the Lord’s fleshly body. He offered 

testimony using 3 of his 5 human senses (1 Jn. 1:1). Also, to refute the notion 
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that sinful activity can be indulged in without consequences, John pointed out 

the following: (1) only those who are pure have an eternal hope (1 Jn. 3:3) (2)  

only those who do righteousness are righteous (1 Jn. 3:7) (3) those who 

habitually practice sin are of the devil (1 Jn. 3:8) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you were to go into the streets and ask, “What is Christianity?” you’d probably get a wide 

range of answers. 

➢ Some might say that it is a system of thought or morality.  

➢ Others might call it a religious organization. 

➢  Those who are bitter against the church may say that it’s an evil system of repression.  

➢ Even if you were to limit your question to those who make a claim to be some sort of 

Christian, I’d guess that you would get a wide range of answers. 

 

The same would be true if you asked, “Who do you think Jesus Christ is?” 

➢ Many would say that He was a great religious teacher or a good man.  

➢ Some may identify Him as the founder of Christianity.  

➢ Some may even say, correctly, that He is the Son of God, but they would be hard pressed 

to explain what that means. 

 

It’s no accident that there is such confusion on the essence of true Christianity and the person 

of Jesus Christ. These are foundational issues. If you have a shaky foundation, it does not 

matter if the rest of the building is impressive—you’ve got a shaky building! And so Satan 

has tried to confuse people about true Christianity. He’s been at it for centuries. 

 

Before the first century church was sixty years old, Satan had moved in to cause confusion. 

As we saw last week, many false teachers had arisen in the churches of Asia Minor, where 

the aged apostle John labored. They had left the churches and taken followers with them (1 

John 2:19). They claimed to have the real truth about Christ and Christianity. So the apostle 

John wrote to his little children in the faith, to make sure that they were clear on the essence 

of true Christianity. He wanted them to spot and resist error and to grow in true fellowship 

with Jesus Christ. 

 

The enemy is no less active today in stirring up such confusion. There are the cults, of course, 

with their blatant deviations from the faith. But, also, there are many errors that keep 

worming their way into Christian circles… truly there is nothing new under the sun. 

 

 Currently, the “new perspective on Paul” seeks to redefine the doctrine of justification by 

faith alone. The unity movement sets aside the gospel for the sake of unity between Roman 

Catholics and Protestants. “Open Theism” challenges God’s omniscience and absolute 

sovereignty. Arminianism in effect makes man sovereign over God in the matter of 



 7 

salvation. “Christian” psychology has introduced many errors, including the concept of self-

esteem. The list could go on! 

 

John begins his letter by getting right down to business. Except for Hebrews, John’s letters 

are the only New Testament epistles that begin without an opening salutation. Instead, John 

begins with a section that is similar to the prologue of his Gospel. Here he begins to counter 

the false teachers. He shows that… 

 

True Christianity is Jesus Christ—revealed, experienced, and proclaimed with joy. 

 

Christianity is not essentially a system of thought. Rather, it is a person—Jesus Christ—who 

was historically validated, personally experienced, and authoritatively proclaimed by the 

apostles. That is the foundation that John lays in these opening verses. 

 

Think on this… How can we know that Jesus is who He claimed to be? 

 

TRUE CHRISTIANITY IS JESUS CHRIST REVEALED 

The main foundation of Christianity is not the speculations of men about God, but rather 

that God has chosen to reveal Himself to us. The prime way that He did that is in the person 

of His Son, Jesus Christ, who is the eternal God in human flesh. The only way that we can 

come to God or know Him is through Jesus Christ. As Jesus said (John 14:6), “I am the way, 

and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” Or, again Jesus said 

(John 17:3), “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom You have sent.” 

 

2 Things We Can Know About the Revelation of Jesus Christ: 

(1) The revelation of Jesus Christ is historically validated (authenticated, proved)(1 

John 1:1) - John begins (1:1) by listing five ways that the revelation of Jesus Christ is 

historically validated. After the first, the last four are in a progression from the least 

(heard) to the most definite (touched). 

 

5 ways the revelation of Jesu Christ is historically validated: 

1. Jesus Christ is validated by the historic message about Him - Conservative 

scholars are divided over the interpretation of the first phrase, “what was from the 

beginning.” Some note the parallel with John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” This parallels Genesis 1:1, “In 

the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” So they interpret this as a 

reference to the eternality of the Son of God. They argue that this is supported by the 

phrase in 1 John 1:2, “was with the Father,” and by 1 John 2:13, 14, which refers to 

Jesus as existing “from the beginning.” (John Stott argues for this, The Epistles of 

John [Eerdmans], pp. 58-59.) 

 



 8 

Others, however, while not denying the eternality of the Son, argue that that is not 

John’s meaning here. They would argue that instead the phrase means what it later 

means in 1 John 2:7, 2:24, and 3:11, namely, the beginning of the gospel. They point 

out that John’s emphasis here, to counter the recent message of the false teachers, is 

that the apostolic message has not changed. It is the same message that has been 

proclaimed from the earliest days of the gospel. 

 

Also, the emphasis of the rest of verse 1 is on Christ’s humanity. So John’s point 

would be that his message is not the new message of the Gnostics. Rather, it is the old 

message, which has been proclaimed from the earliest days of Christ’s ministry. It is 

the same message that his readers had heard and believed from the beginning of their 

Christian experience. (F. F. Bruce, The Epistles of John [Eerdmans], p. 35; A. W. 

Pink, Exposition of 1 John [Associated Publishers & Authors], pp. 7-8; and Robert 

Law, The Tests of Life [Baker], p. 369, argue for this view.) It is difficult to decide 

between these two views, but I lean toward the second view, in that John here seems 

to be appealing to his apostolic authority, and the fact that he had been with Jesus 

from the beginning of His earthly ministry. Thus the records of the four Gospels bear 

witness to the person of Jesus Christ. 

 

2. Jesus Christ is validated by His teaching - “What we have heard” (1:1). John and 

the other apostles (the “we” of 1:1-4) had heard the very words of Jesus, and what 

amazing words they were! Even His enemies testified (John 7:46), “Never has a man 

spoken the way this man speaks.” How true! If you are trying to bear witness to 

someone who has never read the Gospels, direct him to do that. The words of Jesus 

bear witness of who He is. 

 

3.  Jesus Christ is validated by His life and miracles - “What we have seen with our 

eyes.” The addition of the phrase, “with our eyes,” shows that John is not talking 

about a mystical “vision” of Christ, but of actually watching Jesus as He lived before 

them. The apostles saw Jesus… 

➢ turn the water into wine 

➢ feed the 5,000 

➢ walk on water 

➢ heal the multitudes 

➢ raise the dead. 

 

The 35 miracles recorded in the four gospels are only a fraction of those that the 

apostles witnessed. John (21:25) ends his gospel by stating that if all the things that 

Jesus did were written in detail, the whole world couldn’t contain the books. Jesus’ 

sinless life and the powerful miracles He performed validate that He is the unique Son 

of God. 
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4. Jesus Christ is validated by the glory of His person - “What we have looked at.” 

This is not just a repetition of “what we have seen with our eyes,” but a step further. 

The Greek verb means, “careful and deliberate vision which interprets its object” (G. 

Abbott-Smith, A Manual Greek Lexicon of the New Testament [Scribner’s], p. 203). 

We derive our English word “theater” from it. 

 

It is the word that John (1:14) uses in his gospel, “And the Word became flesh, and 

dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, 

full of grace and truth.” John was especially referring to his experience on the Mount 

of Transfiguration, when he and Peter and James saw Jesus’ glory unveiled. Peter 

refers to that event when he states (2 Pet. 1:16), “For we did not follow cleverly 

devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.” 

 

5. Jesus Christ is validated by His bodily resurrection - What we have … “touched 

with our hands.” This is the same word that Jesus used after His resurrection, when 

He appeared to the disciples. He said (Luke 24:39), “See My hands and My feet, that 

it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see 

that I have” (see also, John 20:27). 

 

So John is saying that Jesus Christ was revealed and that He was historically validated 

by the apostles in all of these objective ways, both before and after the resurrection. But, 

also, … 

 

(2) The revelation of Jesus Christ is spiritually manifested (1 John 1:2) - John states 

(1:1) that he is writing “concerning the Word of Life,” and then adds (1:2), “and the life 

was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which 

was with the Father and was manifested to us.” In verse 1, the emphasis is on the 

humanity of Jesus Christ as He came in the flesh. In verse 2, John’s focus shifts to Jesus 

Christ as the one who both embodies and imparts eternal life. By stating that this Eternal 

Life (it should be capitalized) was “with the Father,” he uses the same preposition as in 

John 1:1, “the Word was with God.” But there the focus is on Jesus as the Word. Here 

the emphasis is on Jesus as the Life. This has two important implications: 

 

2 Important Implications of Jesus as the Life: 

1. The message about Jesus Christ is not only about knowledge, it’s also about life 

- The false teachers emphasized secret knowledge. While proper knowledge is vital—

you cannot believe the gospel without knowing certain facts—there is more. The 

gospel is about dead sinners being raised to new life. 
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(READ: John 3:1-6) Nicodemus was a teacher of the Jews (he had knowledge), but 

before he met with Jesus, he did not understand that he needed new life through the 

new birth (John 3:1-16).  

 

(READ: Matthew 19:16-22) The story of the rich, young ruler reminds us that 

knowledge isn’t enough. Remember that when the rich young ruler walked away from 

Jesus, he walked away from the very eternal life he sought.  

 

(READ: Ephesians 2:1-5) The apostle Paul told the Ephesians that they were dead 

in their sins (Eph. 2:1-3). Then he adds the wonderful words (2:4-5), “But God, being 

rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were 

dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ….” So the gospel is 

not just a matter of knowing and assenting to the facts about Jesus Christ, although it 

includes that. It’s also a matter of Christ raising you from spiritual death to life. 

 

2. The message about Jesus Christ must be revealed to us so that we can see Christ 

as our life - John states (1:2), “the life was manifested,” and then repeats that this 

eternal life “was manifested to us” (the apostles). In other words, the apostles not 

only had Jesus Christ revealed to them in an objective, historical way; but also, He 

was manifested to them in a spiritual way as “the life, the eternal one” (literal 

translation of the Greek). 

 

God opened their eyes to see that the man, Jesus, was not just a godly man or a great 

teacher. It was revealed to them that He is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” 

(Matt. 16:16-17). Why didn’t the multitudes that heard the same teaching and saw the 

same miracles as the apostles also see and believe in Christ as the life-giving Savior?  

 

Jesus explained (Luke 10:21) that the Father had hidden these things from the wise 

and revealed them to infants (see also, Matt. 13:10-17). Then (10:22) He added, “All 

things have been handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is 

except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son 

wills to reveal Him.” 

 

In a similar vein, Paul explained (2 Cor. 4:4), “… the god of this world has blinded 

the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” Unless God shines into our hearts to give 

sight (2 Cor. 4:6), we cannot and will not see the truth about who Jesus Christ really 

is. At its core, true Christianity is Jesus Christ revealed. 

 

TRUE CHRISTIANITY IS JESUS CHRIST EXPERIENCED 

Our experience of Jesus Christ must be based on the biblical revelation of Him. It is both 

personal and corporate. The personal aspect is evident in the repetition of “we” and “our” in 
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these verses. The apostles knew Christ individually, but also they shared together in the 

experience. And the experience was progressive (growing, increasing, progressing, 

advancing). We can see this here in three ways (I need to be brief now, but I hope to come 

back to this next week): 

 

3 Ways the Experience of Jesus Grows or Expands in a Life: 

(1) The experience of Jesus Christ begins with reliable information about Him (1:1). 

This is the historical validation that we’ve already seen. Christianity is not a mystical 

experience or someone’s subjective ideas about God. Rather, it is an experience rooted 

in history. God sent His Son at a point in history, in fulfillment of promises that He had 

made in earlier history. Our experience must be biblically based. 

(2) The information about Him leads to eternal life in Him (1:2) - This is the spiritual 

manifestation of Jesus Christ. At some point in discovering the historical facts, God 

opens a person’s eyes to see who Jesus truly is. He sees that Jesus is Life, eternal life 

(John 14:6). As John later states (1 John 5:20), “And we know that the Son of God has 

come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are 

in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.” 

(3) The eternal life leads to deepening fellowship with God and other believers (1:3) - 

“Fellowship” means, literally, to share in common. The fellowship that we share when 

we come to know Jesus Christ as our life is two-dimensional: 

 

2 Dimensions of Fellowship in the Life of a Believer: 

1. This fellowship is with God 

2. This fellowship is with one another 

 

John begins on the human plane, stating that he is proclaiming these truths about Jesus 

Christ “so that you too may have fellowship with us” (the apostolic circle). Then he adds, 

“and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.” John Stott 

(ibid., pp. 63-64) explains, “John does not here mention the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

which is a characteristic expression in the Pauline Epistles (2 Cor. 13:14; Phil. 2:1), no 

doubt because the false teachers against whom he is writing make him concentrate on the 

Son, whom their heresy dishonored, and the Father whom they thereby forfeited.” 

 

I’ll say more about this fellowship next time, but for now let me say that true Christianity 

is an experience rooted in revelation and realized in relationship—with God and with 

other believers. This two-dimensional fellowship should always be deepening in both 

directions. If you’ve been a Christian for a while, you should know and enjoy fellowship 

with God better than before. And, you should be deepening your relationships with God’s 

people. This is to say that unless you are in solitary confinement, you cannot be a growing 

Christian in isolation from other Christians. True Christianity is an experience of 

fellowship with God and with His people. 
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TRUE CHRISTIANITY IS JESUS CHRIST PROCLAIMED 

The Gnostics claimed that the truth about Christ was a deep mystery or secret, known only 

by the few. They were deliberately exclusive. But John counters their error by showing that 

true Christianity is not exclusive and hidden. Rather, it is a message that by its very nature 

must be proclaimed. He uses three words to describe how the apostles communicated the 

gospel: 

 

3 Words John Used to Describe How the Apostles Communicated the Gospel: 

(1) Testify… we proclaim Jesus Christ on the authority of eyewitness testimony  - 

“Testify” is a legal term meaning, “to bear witness.” When you testify in court, you swear 

to tell the truth about what you saw or heard. John Stott (p. 61) calls this “the authority 

of experience.” The apostles spoke the truth about what they had seen and heard during 

their time with Jesus. 

(2) Proclaim… we proclaim Jesus Christ on the authority of commission - This word 

means to report or announce as a messenger. Stott calls it “the authority of commission,” 

in that it implies that Jesus Christ appointed the apostles to proclaim the good news about 

His life, teaching, death, and resurrection. They did not launch the church because they 

were a bunch of religious entrepreneurs or franchisers, promoting their business. They 

were under orders from Jesus Christ and they weren’t free to change the message to fit 

the customers. They had to proclaim the message that the King had commanded them. 

That message hasn’t changed! 

(3) Write… we proclaim Jesus Christ on the authority of written revelation - John (and 

some of the other apostles) wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit the words that 

God wanted us to receive. Through these writings (our New Testament), we can enter 

into the same fellowship with God that the apostles enjoyed! 

 

If John and the other apostles had not proclaimed the message, we wouldn’t know Christ 

today. The Great Commission that Jesus gave to them applies to us, also. If we don’t 

proclaim to others the authoritative message of the King, how will they know and believe 

(see Rom. 10:14-15)? God’s method of imparting eternal life to those who are dead in their 

sins is through the proclamation of the word of life, the gospel. If you’re not proclaiming 

God’s revelation about Jesus Christ by your life and words, you’re not experiencing the 

fullness of true Christianity. One final note: 

 

TRUE CHRISTIANITY IS GREAT JOY IN JESUS CHRIST 

John says that he writes these things “so that our joy may be made complete.” Some later 

manuscripts change “our” to “your,” and certainly that is true. But the original reading was 

probably “our” joy, referring to the joy of the apostolic circle that knew Christ firsthand. 

John was by this point the only surviving apostle. But, how was his joy made complete in 

writing these things? In the sense of 3 John 4, “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my 

children walking in the truth” (see also, 2 John 4). If John’s little children would read these 
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letters and not be carried away by the false teachers, but continue in the truth, he was a happy 

man. 

 

You may think that joy in the Lord is a nice extra, but not essential. But as John Piper often 

points out, we cannot glorify God properly unless we enjoy Him thoroughly. A. W. Pink 

(ibid., p. 28) observed, “Now this joy is not to be regarded as a luxury, but rather as a spiritual 

necessity. We are obligated to be glad in God.” He goes on to cite several Scriptures that 

command us to be glad and rejoice in the Lord. Then he points out that we will not glorify 

God apart from such genuine joy in Him. Our aim in proclaiming the gospel to others should 

be that they, too, would come to share our joy in Jesus Christ. 

 

CONCLUSION 

James Boice sums up (The Epistles of John [Zondervan], p. 30), “This then is the way in 

which the gospel has come to us and must be passed on. The apostles bore witness to what 

they had seen and heard of Jesus, proclaimed it authoritatively on His commission, and 

finally preserved it in the writings which have since become our New Testament. Today 

believers are to take their writings and, having through them entered into the experience of 

the apostles, proclaim the Christ of the apostles to the world.” 

 

Many people believe in a Jesus of their own imagination and have an emotional experience 

that they call being born again. But when their problems are not all magically solved, or they 

go through difficult trials, they conclude that “Jesus didn’t work,” and they go back to the 

world. The problem is, they didn’t believe in the Jesus revealed by the apostles in the New 

Testament. Their experience was not that of true fellowship with God and with others who 

know God. And so any witness about their supposed conversion is lost when they abandon 

the faith. It’s likely that they never experienced true Christianity. 

 

True Christianity is… 

(1) Jesus Christ revealed in Scripture 

(2) Jesus Christ experienced in new life and fellowship 

(3) Jesus Christ proclaimed with joy 

 

Make sure that you’ve got the real deal! 

 


