
 
 

Wednesday, September 4, 2019 – First Baptist Church Buda 

Midweek Prayer Meeting & Bible Study 

 
 

LIVING IN HOPE FILLED SUBMISSION IN A WORLD 

THAT SOMETIMES FEELS AGAINST YOU 

1 Peter 2:11-12 

 

We began our study through 1 and 2 Peter weeks ago entitled “Full of Hope-full: How to Make 

the Best of Time Out of Your Worst of Times.”  The question is how do I develop that kind of 

life and faith that enable me to be full of “hope-fullness” even in the midst of the “worst of 

time”… in times of hardship, suffering, and the struggles of this life or as in the case of those in 

Peter’s day, extreme persecution. That is where First Peter comes in.  The Christian life is an 

overcoming life. Even though we will definitely have problems and personal struggles in this life 

(trials of many kinds), we will be able to overcome because of Jesus.  Because of Him, we have 

victory over the world, including sinful habits, bitterness, loneliness, guilt, fear, and 

discouragement.  God desires for you to live an overcoming life! Jesus, Himself, said in John 

16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 

will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."  And  in 1 John 5:4-5, 
“4

For 

everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even 

our faith. 
5 

Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 

of God.”  Christians are overcomers and truly are to live hope-filled Christian lives every day, 

but let’s be honest, there are many trial and struggles, heartaches and difficulties along… times 

of suffering that can daily rob us of our joy and paralyze our faith, steal our hope, and destroy 

our relationship and weaken our walk… times of suffering can embitter and defeat us if we let it. 

1 Peter was written to help believer’s believe and grow even in times of suffering… to be “Full 

of Hope-full.”  

 

Before we study the details of this fascinating letter… one of only two books in all of the Bible 

written by Jesus closest disciples and a leader of the disciples, and both very short… before we 

get into our study let’s be reminded of some of the most important background information for  

the book. 
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5 Important Background Information for the Book of 1 Peter: 

1. The author of the book of 1 Peter is the APOSTLE PETER, the head and lead 

spokesman for Jesus’ twelve disciples -  The New Testament had four different names for 

Peter: Simeon (the Hebrew for Peter’s original name, Acts 15:14, 2 Peter 1:1), Simon (the 

Greek name for Simeon applied 49 times in the New Testament), Cephas (a Greek 

transliteration of the Aramaic word for rock [ יָפא  ,(Κηφᾶς ]; this is used to play off of πέτρᾳ כֵּ

Peter (Πέτρος) the leader and spokesman for the early disciples. This is how he is addressed 

in the greeting emphasizing his authority to speak. The early New Testament Church almost 

exclusively regarded Peter as the author of the letter. And of course there is the internal 

evidence supporting Peter’s authorship, the letter claims to be from “Peter, an apostle of 

Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:1), the writer claims to be the readers “fellow elder and witness of 

the sufferings of Christ and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed” (1 Peter 5:1), 

the writer identifies “Silas” (Silvanus) as one who helped him to write the letter ( 1 Peter 

5:12; see also Acts 15:22 and 1 Thessalonians 1:1), the writer also sends greetings from Mark 

(1 Peter 5:13; see Acts 12:12).  

2. The book of 1 Peter (like Paul’s letter to the Galatians) is actually a CIRCULAR 

LETTER, meant to be circulated to multiple early New Testament churches and 

believers - Peter is a letter written in normal epistle form and style. The rhetorical and 

didactic nature of the letter may mean that it was intended to be read aloud to the 

congregations. It is best to see this letter as a circular type of letter in its present form which 

was directed to all the churches in the areas mentioned in northern Asia minor.  

3. The recipient of Peter’s letter (also like Paul’s letter to the Galatians) were probably a 

mixed group of JEWISH and GENTILE believers who were scattered throughout the 

five Roman provinces of ASIA MINOR in what is present day Turkey – This is a circular 

(or general) letter, but unlike the others, it identifies its recipients. The letter is addressed to 

those who are from places in northern Asia Minor or modern Turkey (1:1):
 
Pontus, Galatia, 

Cappadocia, Asia, Bithynia.  

4. The letter was written around AD 64, either before or during the Neronian persecution, 

which helps to date the writing – Tradition holds that both Paul and Peter were victims of 

persecution under Nero at Rome after the disastrous fire in the city of Rome on July 19 of 

AD 64.  The death of Paul is considered to be before Peter’s. The timing of Paul’s death does 

not really affect the date of 1 Peter. The letter was written from “Babylon” (1 Peter 5:13) 

which was probably a cryptic title for Rome… the head of the then pagan, anti-God world 

(see Rev. 14:8, 17:5&18).  

5. The purpose of 1 Peter is to encourage and enable Christians/believer to face 

PERSECUTION and SUFFERING with hope in the grace of God - Although 1 Peter 

does bare the form of a letter, the tone is that of a homiletical, teaching, instructional sermon 

designed to provide direction for believers under persecution; at times it also includes 

theological considerations which support the ethical exhortations, and to exhort his readers 

under persecution to follow the example of Christ whose life was characterized by patient 

suffering  

 

Now with those brief reminders of the background to Peter’s great letter, let continue on with our 

study. We are going to be in vereses 13-17 this evening. My Bible calls this section “Submission 
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to Government.”  I’ve titled this study this evening, “Living in Hope Filled Submission in a 

World That Sometimes Feels Against You.” Look at it in 1 Peter 2:13-17, “
13 

Therefore submit 

yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, 
14 

or 

to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise 

of those who do good. 
15 

For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the 

ignorance of foolish men— 
16 

as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as 

bondservants of God. 
17 

Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.” 

 

Can’t you just hear the response of Peter’s recipients to his words here, having been heavily 

persecuted and run out of their homes and communities, having lost loved ones at the hands of 

the very government that he was calling them to submit to, “But wait, Peter, aren’t these the ones 

trying to kill and destroy us?” “Aren’t these the very ones who have gotten us into the mess we 

are in?” “I’m supposed to submit to them?” “What does that mean?” “What does that look like?” 

“You can’t be serious?” “How is that supposed to help me in the mess I’m in now?” 

 

Those are some good questions. Worth probing? Let’s think about these a bit. 

 

How do you respond to the following questions/statement: Points for discussion… 

(1) Do Christians ever have a right to be involved in revolution or the use of violence to 

further their aims? (American Revolution? Assassinate Hitler? Overthrow Communist 

government, or the government of brutal dictators that are killing thousands of 

people?) 

(2) Is a Christian ever obligated to break Man’s law? 

(3) Should the government ever limit religious freedom? (Polygamy? Satan worship? Drug 

use? Infanticide/Child Sacrifice? Etc.) 

(4) Is it ever right for a Christian to withhold taxes in protest? 

(5) Is it ever right for a Christian to practice civil disobedience? When, where and why?  

(6) In what ways is our world, culture, government hostile to Christians teaching and 

principles? (Abortion, the institution of marriage and the family, etc.) 

 

Those are pretty interesting and thought provoking questions that, no doubt, stir much discussion 

and even debate. Countless pages and volumes have been written by Christian scholars and 

theologians even applying Biblical passage and principles to attempt to support positions. I’m 

not sure we can fully solve the dilemma posed by such questions, but I do believe that the Bible 

can help us with some guiding principles and truths to help us navigate these thing in a “hope-

filled” way as believers, even while living in a world, culture and sometimes government that his 

hostile to Christian ideals and principles.  

 

We Americans live in a country that was founded on a revolution and in which defiance of 

government authority is viewed as a basic constitutional right. Benjamin Franklin proposed the 

following design for the reverse side of the Great Seal of the United States: 

 

Pharaoh sitting in an open chariot, a crown on his head and a sword in his hand, passing through 

the divided waters of the Red Sea in pursuit of the Israelites. Rays from a pillar of fire in the 

cloud, expressive of the Divine presence and command, beaming on Moses, who stands on the 

shore and, extending his hand over the sea, causes it to overflow Pharaoh. Motto: “Rebellion to 



 4 

tyrants is obedience to God.” (Cited by Vernon Grounds, Revolution and the Christian Faith 

[Lippincott, 1971], p. 9.) 

 

Franklin was a deist, not an evangelical Christian. But his sentiment--rebellion to tyrants is 

obedience to God--is shared by many committed Christians. Most evangelicals accept the 

American Revolution as being a proper resistance to corrupt authority. There is a difference of 

opinion among Christians over whether the civil disobedience of groups such as some of those 

by “abortion protestors” or “pro-sanctity of marriage advocates” is proper or not. But the 

presence of the issue shows the relevance of our topic: What is the proper relationship of 

Christian citizens toward their government? 

 

Those to whom Peter wrote lived with a government and society that was not favorable toward 

the Christian faith. Both Peter and Paul were executed at the hands of the Roman tyrant Nero. It 

was not until the fourth century, under Constantine, that Christianity was afforded official 

legitimacy and protection by the government. 

 

Peter has just stated the general principle that Christians are to live holy lives as aliens and 

strangers on this earth back in verses 11-12, “
11 

Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, 

abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 
12 

having your conduct honorable among 

the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which 

they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.” (2:11-12). 

 

2 possible conclusions they could have potentially drawn from those two verse:  (1 Peter 

2:11-12) 

1. Since we, as Christians, are not permanent residents here, but are pilgrims journeying 

toward heaven, it would have be easy for Peter’s readers to conclude that they therefore 

have no civic responsibility here on earth.  

2. Since we, as Christians, they are not permanent residents here, but are pilgrims 

journeying toward heaven, they would have concluded that they could disregard and 

disobey human government, since they were citizens of heaven, not of this earth.  

 

So Peter anticipates and counters this wrong conclusion by showing how Christian citizens must 

live:  

 

Peter Principle for Christians: Christians must live as good citizens by submitting to human 

government. 

 

“Submit” (2:13) is a dirty word to Americans, but it is a favorite with Peter. In fact, it dominates 

much of the rest of this epistle (it occurs in 2:13, 18; 3:1, 5, 22; 5:5; the concept is implicit in 

4:12-19). It is a military word, meaning to put oneself under another in rank. We will look more 

at the meaning of submission later in this study, but for now I will briefly give you this simple 

definition by saying that: 

 

Submission = An attitude of respect that results in obedience to authority and positive good 

deeds.  
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A note of caution… (not to oversimplify it) while there are exceptions, we need to be careful not 

to run to the exceptions, but to make sure that our normal posture toward government is that of 

submission. 

 

Confining myself as much as possible to our text, I want to look first at the purpose of human 

government; then at the meaning of submission to government; at the reason for submission to 

government; and, finally, at the limits of submission to government. 

 

 

THE PURPOSE OF HUMAN GOVERNMENT: TO PROMOTE JUSTICE AND PEACE 

IN SOCIETY 

 

The government should promote justice and peace by upholding law and order and by 

maintaining reasonable national defense. We know today that is not always the case. Can you 

site some examples where this may not be true? (We have laws on the book that lawmakers are 

not enforcing on our borders and sometimes in our streets)  

 

Notice what Peter says in verses 13 & 14, “
13 

Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of 

man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, 
14 

or to governors, as to those who are 

sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good.” 

 

What does Peter says is the purpose of government at the end of verse 14? What happens when 

that is not done?  

 

 Peter writes (2:14) that kings and governors are “for the punishment of evildoers and the praise 

of those who do right.” Paul talks about the government “bearing the sword” as an avenger who 

brings God’s wrath upon the one who practices evil (Romans 13:4). This points to the power of 

the state to mete out punishment, as well as lesser punishment, to bring about justice for all. The 

Old Testament often talks about the role of the king in promoting justice and righteousness in 

society. 

 

The government does this (in part) by legislating morality. Don’t let anybody sell you the idea 

that we shouldn’t legislate morality. That is precisely what the government does, and rightly so. 

How does government legislate morality today?   

 

(1) Laws against murder and theft are moral and biblical  

(2) Laws against racial discrimination reflect the biblical teaching that God is no respecter 

of persons (Acts 10:34; Deut. 10:17)  

(3) Laws should protect citizens from sin (for example, pornography and prostitution laws, 

drug laws, etc.).  

 

The fact that something is illegal will restrain many who otherwise may be tempted to engage 

in the particular activity. 

 

The real debate is, which morality should we legislate? “Moral absolutes” have been thrown out 

in our day and there is “moral relativism” that is practiced today.  In other words, morality has 
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been redefined, reclassified and reassigned. For example, today it is called immoral to say that 

woman does not have right to choose, even if it means killing her baby.  So the morality has been 

redefined to mean you can kill a baby if a mother chooses to. That is just one example… We are 

truly living in a day when evil is called good and good evil (Isaiah 5:20). The Apostle Paul 

warned of this in 2 Timothy 3:1-5… 

 

“
1
But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 

2 
For men will be lovers of 

themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 

unholy, 
3 

unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 
4 

traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
5 

having a form of 

godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” -2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NJKV) 

 

As Christian we can and should work to legislate many biblical standards which have broad 

social value and can be argued for apart from an appeal to the Bible. Laws against abortion, laws 

protecting the handicapped and the elderly, laws against pornography and child abuse, and many 

other such issues, can be argued for on the grounds of basic human rights, apart from 

Christianity. Most unbelievers recognize the inherent “rightness” of the Golden Rule. We can 

use this biblical ethical standard as the basis for legislating proper morality in our democratic, 

pluralistic country. 

 

Thus Peter and other biblical texts show that the government is ordained of God to promote 

justice. Although Peter doesn’t touch on it specifically, a result of promoting justice will be 

promoting peace and order in society. 1 Timothy 2:1-2 states that we should pray for kings and 

those in authority “in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and 

dignity.” For us to live a quiet and tranquil life, the government must maintain adequate national 

defense so that we are not overrun by some totalitarian power that would rob us of our peace and 

liberty. And internally the government should not interfere with religious liberty, within the 

bounds of human safety and rights. Thus government should promote justice and peace in 

society. 

 

What does it mean to submit to human government? Peter includes three elements: 

 

THE MEANING OF SUBMISSION TO GOVERNMENT: OBEDIENCE, RESPECT, 

AND GOOD DEEDS 

 

3 Elements to Submission to Human Government: 

(1) Submission means obedience to the laws of  the state - The basic meaning of the word 

“submit” is “obey.”  Christians must obey the laws of their government unless those laws 

force them to disobey God. “Kings” we can apply to federal laws; “governors” we can apply 

to state and local laws. To give practical examples, we need to pay our taxes and comply 

with traffic laws (Ouch! Ouch!).  

 

With regard to taxes, this means properly reporting your income and following the rules to 

compute what you owe. There’s nothing wrong with taking legitimate deductions. In fact, it’s 

poor stewardship not to do so! With regard to traffic laws, some Christians take a strict 

constructionist view and never exceed the speed limit. I take a loose constructionist view--I 
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get in the fast lane and go with the flow! If you’re regularly getting traffic citations, it 

probably shows that you need to amend your ways. 

 

I heard of one minister who got stopped for speeding. He told the officer that he was on the 

Lord’s business. The officer replied, “I read the same Bible. It says to go out into the 

highways and bring them in--and that’s what I’m doing.” 

 

Another minister, pressed for time and not finding a parking space, parked in a no parking 

zone and put a note on his windshield: “I have circled the block 10 times. I have an 

appointment to keep. Forgive us our trespasses.” When he returned, he found a citation along 

with this note: “I’ve circled this block for 10 years. If I don’t give you a ticket, I lose my job. 

Lead us not into temptation.” 

 

Submission means obeying the law. 

 

(2) Submission means showing respect to Governmental authorities -  You can obey with a 

rotten attitude.  But notice what Peter says in verse 17, “
17 

Honor all people. Love the 

brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.” Peter says that we are to “honor all men,” and 

specifies, “Honor the king” (2:17).  

 

But what if he’s a scoundrel? Even if we can’t respect a leader because he is corrupt or 

immoral, we should respect his office. Again, this isn’t an American tradition. We make 

jokes about our political leaders, portraying them as buffoons or idiots. Political satire is 

accepted fare. I confess that some of the things politicians do invite satire! Jesus called Herod 

a fox, so there may be some basis for taking a swipe at certain political leaders.  

 

But we need to be careful to promote respect for government authorities. Since God ordained 

government authority, to despise such authority is to despise God Himself. 

 

(3) Submission means positive good deeds – Peter says in verse 15, “For this is the will of 

God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.” Peter is not 

referring to the government leaders as “foolish men,” but rather to the willfully ignorant who 

slander Christians as evildoers (2:12). “To silence” means, literally, to muzzle. The idea is 

that by our active good deeds, we take away the basis for criticism of Christianity from those 

who oppose it. 

 

Paul wrote to Titus in Titus 3:1-2, “Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be 

obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, 

showing every consideration for all men.” When Christians live like that in the midst of a 

pagan culture, it is a powerful testimony.  On the other hand, when professing Christians 

disrespect authority, when they disobey the law, or when they just withdraw from society and 

live unto themselves without doing good deeds, it leaves a bad taste in the mouths of those 

who are prone to criticize Christianity. 

 

When Israel was sent into exile in Babylon, their situation was parallel to that of Christians 

today, in that they were strangers and aliens in a foreign land, looking to be restored to their 



 8 

promised land. God told Jeremiah in Jeremiah 29:5-6 to tell the exiles to build houses there, 

plant gardens, take wives and raise children. Then He added, “And seek the welfare of the 

city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf; for in its welfare you 

will have welfare” (lit., “peace”). 

 

That’s good counsel for Christians who are exiled as strangers and aliens in this wicked 

world: Build houses, live in them, plant gardens, raise families, seek and pray for the welfare 

of the cities where we live. Buy property, work to improve the schools, help out in 

community projects, be good citizens. Submitting to government means that we obey the 

law, respect authorities, and do good deeds in our communities. 

 

Thus the purpose of government is to promote justice and peace in society. The meaning of 

submission to government includes obedience, submission, and good deeds. 

 

THE REASON FOR SUBMISSION TO GOVERNMENT: FOR THE LORD’S SAKE 

 

Notice our passage again in 1 Peter 2:13-17, “
13 

Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance 

of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, 
14 

or to governors, as to those who 

are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. 
15 

For 

this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men— 
16 

as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 
17 

Honor all 

people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.”  Look at it! Why should we submit to 

government? “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake” (2:13). There are at least two ideas 

inherent in this phrase: 

 

2 Inerent Ideas in the Phrase, “for the Lord’s sake”: 

(1) Since God ordains civil government, by submitting to it, we submit to Him – Listen to 

the Apostle Paul’s words in Romans 13:1-2, “Let every soul be subject to the governing 

authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are 

appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and 

those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.” What do you think Paul is tell us? He 

even states that rulers are ministers of God (Romans13:4,6). Daniel 2:21 states that God 

“removes kings and establishes kings” (see also Dan. 2:37; 4:17; 5:18-19, 26; Jer. 27:5-8; 

Ezek. 29:19-20; John 19:11). He directs even pagan kings according to His sovereign 

purposes (Prov. 21:1; Isa. 45:1-7; 46:10-11). 

 

Remember, both Paul and Peter wrote when the debauched, godless Nero was on the throne. 

Daniel lived under the ruthless Nebuchadnezzar. Since both rulers obviously fell far short of 

the ideal, we must conclude that we cannot make exceptions to the biblical principle of 

obedience to government authority based on how bad the ruler may be. 

 

Peter knew that his readers (including us!) would not inherently gravitate toward the idea of 

being submissive to pagan rulers (let alone, to good Christian rulers!). He could hear us 

object, “But we’re free in Christ! We don’t have to obey a pagan tyrant!” Thus Peter wrote in 

verse 16,  “Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as 

bondslaves of God.” 
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Just as a train is only truly free when it runs on the tracks, so human beings are only free 

when they obey God.  True freedom is living righteously in submission to God. Anything 

less means that we’re enslaved to sin. Thus for the Lord’s sake, because He ordained and 

established government for the benefit of the human race, we submit to Him when we submit 

to civil government. 

 

(2) Since Christians are identified with God, our submission to Government bears witness 

for God - The theme of our witness as aliens in this hostile world runs from 1 Peter 2:12 

through chapter 3. It is implicit in this section dealing with our responsibility as Christian 

citizens. When it comes to politics, we need to remember that while God uses civil 

government to accomplish His purposes (thus it is proper for Christians to serve in political 

leadership and be involved in the political process), evangelism is His primary means of 

dealing with world problems and bringing lasting change. And this is a key statement for me 

at least… 

 

Key Statement: If we get sidetracked into winning political victories for our cause, but do 

not win men and women to Christ, we ultimately fail. 

 

I struggled with why, in the context of our relationship to government, Peter adds the 

command, “Love the brotherhood” (2:17). It seems to me that it relates to the underlying 

theme of our public witness. We are to love even our enemies, of course. But Peter singles 

out our love for the Christian brotherhood because if Christians fight among themselves, the 

watching world shrugs its shoulders and says, “Why become a Christian? They’re no 

different than anyone else.” The same is true if we do not show proper honor to all men, 

including those in civil authority. 

 

The radical, Stokely Carmichael, was once asked, “When the world is the way you want it, 

what will it be like?” After brief reflection, he answered, “Men will love one another” 

(Grounds, p. 89). That can’t happen apart from the gospel. Our love for fellow Christians and 

our submission and honor toward government officials is a powerful witness. Thus we 

submit “for the Lord’s sake.” 

 

Thus the purpose of government is to promote justice and peace in society. Submitting to 

government means obedience, respect, and good deeds. The reason we submit is for the Lord’s 

sake. Finally, 

 

THE LIMITS OF SUBMISSION TO GOVERNMENT: WHEN HONORING THE 

GOVERNMENT VIOLATES THE FEAR OF GOD 

Peter differentiates between God and the king in verse 15… “Fear God, honor the king.”  This 

is a key phrase and key thought for Peter. The emperor deserves appropriate honor, but he is not 

on the same level with God.  If he violates his responsibility which has been given to him by 

God, then the believer is responsible to confront that violation. It that ever done in Scripture? 

Absolutely (READ: Daniel 5:18-28)  

 

And, if it comes down to it, to obey God rather than men (READ: Acts 4:19-20; 5:29) 
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Commentators struggle with the words translated “human institution” or “ordinance of man” 

(2:13). They literally read, “human creature” or “creation.” Each of the other 17 uses of the word 

“creation” in the New Testament refers to God’s creation, not to something man creates. Thus 

many scholars translate it, “Be subject to every human creature.” But this doesn’t fit with the 

following context and it is difficult to understand how we are to submit to everyone. I would 

suggest that Peter uses this phrase to accomplish two things. He demotes the emperor and his 

government from being absolutely sovereign, in that he (and it) are creations, not the Creator. 

But he also gives dignity to each ruler and government, in that he is created by God, and thus 

worthy of our honor. 

 

Thus there is a fine balance that Christians must maintain, between respecting the man and his 

office, but not respecting him more than God. 

 

Some Principles and Thoughts: 

(1) If it comes to a tug of war between God and government, we must follow God -  

(2) If the government forces us to disobey God, we attempt to appeal to the government, if 

possible -   

(3) If we have opportunity, we confront the government with its wrong. 

(4) But if all that fails, we disobey the government and submit to our punishment -  

 

What do we do if the government merely allows evil, rather than mandates it (such as killing 

babies through abortion)? I think that we then confront the government with its evil, we appeal to 

individuals not to do the legalized evil, and we work through legal channels to overthrow the 

evil. Abortion is more complicated than rescuing slaves during the Civil War or Jews during 

World War II, since the baby is still inside the mother and can’t be rescued apart from the 

mother. I appreciate the courage and convictions of those who participate in Crisis Pregnancy 

Center and those who are on the front lines of the abortion battle. 

 

Is it ever right for Christians to participate in a revolution to overthrow a government? 

Obviously, God sets up and takes down rulers, and He does it through people. But should 

Christians be a part of such, for example, when the government is evil, such as Nazi Germany or 

Communist China? I tend to agree with John Calvin, who states that the only command given to 

Christians is to obey and suffer, so we should be hesitant to think that God has entrusted the 

revolutionary task to us (Institutes [Westminster Press], IV:XX:31). And yet at the same time, 

we are responsible to speak out against evil, whether it be practiced by rulers or other citizens 

(Matt. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

J. I. Packer wrote, “It is a paradox of the Christian life that the more profoundly one is concerned 

about heaven, the more deeply one cares about God’s will being done on Earth” (Christianity 

Today [4/19/85], I-4). Sir Frederick Catherwood, a Christian member of the European 

Parliament, put it: “To try to improve society is not worldliness, but love. To wash your hands of 

society is not love but worldliness” (ibid., I-4, 5). Christian citizens should be good citizens. The 

main way we do that is by submitting to our human government. 
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