
 
 

Wednesday, July 17, 2019 – First Baptist Church Buda 

Midweek Prayer Meeting & Bible Study 

 
CHRISTIAN UNITY IN TIMES OF CRISIS – PART 2 

“We Need Each Other” 

1 Peter 1:22-1 Peter 2:10 

 

We began our study through 1 and 2 Peter weeks ago entitled “Full of Hope-full: How to Make 

the Best of Time Out of Your Worst of Times.”  The question is how do I develop that kind of 

life and faith that enable me to be full of “hope-fullness” even in the midst of the “worst of 

time”… in times of hardship, suffering, and the struggles of this life or as in the case of those in 

Peter’s day, extreme persecution. That is where First Peter comes in.  The Christian life is an 

overcoming life. Even though we will definitely have problems and personal struggles in this life 

(trials of many kinds), we will be able to overcome because of Jesus.  Because of Him, we have 

victory over the world, including sinful habits, bitterness, loneliness, guilt, fear, and 

discouragement.  God desires for you to live an overcoming life! Jesus, Himself, said in John 

16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 

will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."  And  in 1 John 5:4-5, 
“4

For 

everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even 

our faith. 
5 

Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 

of God.”  Christians are overcomers and truly are to live hope-filled Christian lives every day, 

but let’s be honest, there are many trial and struggles, heartaches and difficulties along… times 

of suffering that can daily rob us of our joy and paralyze our faith, steal our hope, and destroy 

our relationship and weaken our walk… times of suffering can embitter and defeat us if we let it. 

1 Peter was written to help believer’s believe and grow even in times of suffering… to be “Full 

of Hope-full.”  

 

Before we study the details of this fascinating letter… one of only two books in all of the Bible 

written by Jesus closest disciples and a leader of the disciples, and both very short… before we 

get into our study let’s be reminded of some of the most important background information for  

the book. 
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5 Important Background Information for the Book of 1 Peter: 

1. The author of the book of 1 Peter is the APOSTLE PETER, the head and lead 

spokesman for Jesus’ twelve disciples -  The New Testament had four different names for 

Peter: Simeon (the Hebrew for Peter’s original name, Acts 15:14, 2 Peter 1:1), Simon (the 

Greek name for Simeon applied 49 times in the New Testament), Cephas (a Greek 

transliteration of the Aramaic word for rock [ יָפא  ,(Κηφᾶς ]; this is used to play off of πέτρᾳ כֵּ

Peter (Πέτρος) the leader and spokesman for the early disciples. This is how he is addressed 

in the greeting emphasizing his authority to speak. The early New Testament Church almost 

exclusively regarded Peter as the author of the letter. And of course there is the internal 

evidence supporting Peter’s authorship, the letter claims to be from “Peter, an apostle of 

Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:1), the writer claims to be the readers “fellow elder and witness of 

the sufferings of Christ and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed” (1 Peter 5:1), 

the writer identifies “Silas” (Silvanus) as one who helped him to write the letter ( 1 Peter 

5:12; see also Acts 15:22 and 1 Thessalonians 1:1), the writer also sends greetings from Mark 

(1 Peter 5:13; see Acts 12:12).  

2. The book of 1 Peter (like Paul’s letter to the Galatians) is actually a CIRCULAR 

LETTER, meant to be circulated to multiple early New Testament churches and 

believers - Peter is a letter written in normal epistle form and style. The rhetorical and 

didactic nature of the letter may mean that it was intended to be read aloud to the 

congregations. It is best to see this letter as a circular type of letter in its present form which 

was directed to all the churches in the areas mentioned in northern Asia minor.  

3. The recipient of Peter’s letter (also like Paul’s letter to the Galatians) were probably a 

mixed group of JEWISH and GENTILE believers who were scattered throughout the 

five Roman provinces of ASIA MINOR in what is present day Turkey – This is a circular 

(or general) letter, but unlike the others, it identifies its recipients. The letter is addressed to 

those who are from places in northern Asia Minor or modern Turkey (1:1):
 
Pontus, Galatia, 

Cappadocia, Asia, Bithynia.  

4. The letter was written around AD 64, either before or during the Neronian persecution, 

which helps to date the writing – Tradition holds that both Paul and Peter were victims of 

persecution under Nero at Rome after the disastrous fire in the city of Rome on July 19 of 

AD 64.  The death of Paul is considered to be before Peter’s. The timing of Paul’s death does 

not really affect the date of 1 Peter. The letter was written from “Babylon” (1 Peter 5:13) 

which was probably a cryptic title for Rome… the head of the then pagan, anti-God world 

(see Rev. 14:8, 17:5&18).  

5. The purpose of 1 Peter is to encourage and enable Christians/believer to face 

PERSECUTION and SUFFERING with hope in the grace of God - Although 1 Peter 

does bare the form of a letter, the tone is that of a homiletical, teaching, instructional sermon 

designed to provide direction for believers under persecution; at times it also includes 

theological considerations which support the ethical exhortations, and to exhort his readers 

under persecution to follow the example of Christ whose life was characterized by patient 

suffering  

 

Now with those brief reminders of the background to Peter’s great letter, let finish up the first 

chapter and look on down into the second. We are going be digging into 1 Peter 1:22 through 

2:10 (READ: 1 Peter 1:22-1 Peter 2:10) 
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One of the painful facts of life is that the people of God do not always get along with each other. 

You would think that those who walk in hope and holiness would be able to walk in harmony, 

but that is not always the case. 

 

“
1
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you 

were called, 
2 

with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in 

love, 
3 

endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
4 

There is one body and 

one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 
5 

one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism; 
6 

one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”-

Ephesians 4:1-6 

 

(1) What is the “calling with which you were called”? 

(2) Notice the qualities of verse 2 that are to characterize the life of a Christian/believer. How 

might these help with unity in the church/body of Christ? 

(3) Why should there be unity in the body according to this passage? 

 

From God’s divine perspective, there is only one body (Ephesians 4:4-6), but what we often see 

with human eyes is a church divided and sometimes even at war.  There is today a desperate 

need for spiritual unity.   

 

In this section of Peter’s letter, he emphasized spiritual unity by presenting four vivid pictures of 

the church.  

 

Questions for Personal Reflection and Discussion: 

1. Why are members of the church often at odds with one another? 

2. Read 1 Peter 1:22-2:10. How does Peter’s description of the church in 1 Peter 2:4&5, 

and 9&10, emphasize spiritual unity? What else do you get out of his description of the 

church/body of Christ? 

3. How do people become members of  Christ’s church, according to Peter? 

4. What do believers have in common with one another? 

5. What are believers to get rid of in their lives? Why? 

6. How would a person go about completely weeding all deceit of his or her life? What 

would be the difficulties and benefits? 

7. What is malice? Why is it hard to get rid of? 

8. What is “pure spiritual milk”? Do you crave it? Explain… 

9. What are the privileges and responsibilities of believer priests? 

10. What steps can you take to strengthen unity with other believers? 

 

 

FOUR PICTURES OF THE UNITY OF THE BODY OF CHRIST… THE CHURCH 

 

1. We are CHILDREN in the same FAMILY (1 Peter 1:23-2:3) – When you consider the 

implications of this fact, you will be encouraged to build and maintain unity among God’s 

people. 
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3 proofs we are children of the same family: 

(1) As believers/Christians we have experienced the SAME BIRTH (1 Peter 1:23-35) - 

The only way to enter God’s spiritual family is by a spiritual birth, through faith in Jesus 

Christ (READ:John 3:1-16). Just as there are two parents in physical birth, so there are 

two parents in spiritual birth: 

 

2 Parents in Spiritual Birth: 

1. The SPIRIT of GOD (John 3:5-6) – John 3:5-6 says, “5 Jesus answered, “Most 

assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 

kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 

the Spirit is spirit.”  Think about… how does the Spirit of God play a part in our 

spiritual birth? What part does the Spirit of God play in our spiritual birth?  The Holy 

Spirit convicts us of our need or sin and our need for a Savior, and draws us to Christ. 

The Holy Spirit is the awakening and quickening power for salvation.  

2. The WORD of GOD (1 Peter 1:22-23) – Notice Peter’s words in our passage in 1 

Peter 1:22-23, “22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the 

Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 
23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word 

of God which lives and abides forever.” What is Peter telling us about spiritual birth 

here? How is the “Word of God” a part of our spiritual birth? God’s Word reveals to 

us who God/Jesus is, why He came, what He came to do, and it is what tells us how 

to be saved.  God’s Word is like a road map to God and a right relationship with Him.  

Without it we would be lost! 

 

The new birth gives us a new nature. 2 Peter 1:4 says, “4 by which have been given to us 

exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” It also 

give us a new and living hope as Peter says in 1 Peter 1:3, “3 Blessed be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us 

again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 

 

Our first birth was a birth of “flesh,” and the flesh is corruptible. Whatever is born of 

flesh is destined to die and decay.  This explains why mankind cannot hold civilization 

together: it is all based on human flesh and is destined to fall apart. Like the beautiful 

flowers of spring, man’s works look successful for a time, but then they start to decay and 

die.  All the way from the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11, to “Babylon the Great,” in 

Revelation17-18, man’s great attempts at unity are destined to fail.  What does this tell us 

about our own day… about politics, and governments, kingdoms… about  peace 

summits and peace talks, and man’s attempts to being peace on earth?  
 

If we try to build unity in the church on the basis of our first birth, we will fail, but if we 

build unity on the basis of the new birth, it will succeed.  Each believer has the same 

Holy Spirit dwelling within as Paul tell us in Roman 8:9, “But you are not in the flesh 

(Christian) but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does 

not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” Woah! We all, as believers, have the Holy 

Spirit… if we don’t we’re in trouble! We aren’t saved according to Paul.  We all, as 
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believer also call on the same Father and share in His divine nature as Peter tells us in 1 

Peter 1:17, “And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to 

each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear.” We 

trust the same Word, and that Word will never decay or disappear.  WE have trusted the 

same gospel  and have been born of the same Spirit. The externals of the flesh that could 

divide us mean nothing when compared with the eternals of the Spirit that unite us.  

 

(2) As believers/Christians we express the SAME LOVE (1 Peter 1:22) – Peter writes in 

1 Peter 1:22, “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit 

in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart.” Notice that 

Peter uses the word “love” twice in that verse. He actually used two different Greek 

words for love:  

 

2 Words for Love in 1 Peter 1:22: 

1. PHILIA – In the first part of verse 22 Peter used the Greek word “philia,” translated 

love, “Since you have purified your souls in obey the truth through the Spirit in 

sincere love of the brethren…” “Philia” love is, of course, one of at least four 

different words for “love” in Koine Greek, the common vernacular Greek of the New 

Testament. This word for love, “philia,” speaks of brotherly love and is the words for 

the America city Philadelphia or “The City of Brotherly Love,” as we know it. It 

speaks of friend ships, unity and a bond of mutual love and respect between two 

friends, and is therefore a perfect picture of the kind of unifying love that ought to 

exist in the church between brothers and sisters in the Lord.  

2. AGAPE – The other word for love, used in the second half of verse 22 is the word 

“agape.”  Peter writes in the second half of verse 22, “…love one another fervently 

with a  pure heart.” This is the word “agape,” another of the four different Greek 

words for love. This particular words is one we are most familiar with in Christian 

circles, and have often heard “agape” love associated with “Divine love” or “God like 

love.” It speaks of an unconditional, no matter what you do I’m going to keep loving 

you, kind of love.   It is the word used by the Apostle Paul in the great love chapter in 

1 Corinthians 13. It truly is a unifying kind of love because it says I am going to love 

you like God loves you, with an unconditional, committed kind of love.  No matter 

what you do I’m going to keep loving you.  

 

It is important that we share both kinds of love. We share brotherly love because we are 

brothers and sisters in Christ and have like-nesses. We share “agape” love because we 

belong to God and therefore can overlook differences.  

 

Characteristics of the Love Believers Share in Common: 

1. It is a SPIRITUAL love – By nature, all of us are somewhat selfish, so it took a 

miracle of God to give us this love. Because we “obeyed the truth through the 

Spirit…” as Peter says, God purified out souls and poured  His love into our hearts. 

Paul says it like this in Romans 5:5, “Now hope does not disappoint, because the love 

of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” 

Love for the brethren is evidence that we truly have been born of God (1 John 4:7-

21). Now we are “obedient children” (1 Peter 1:14) who no longer want to love in the 

READ: 

Rom.5.1-5 

1Jn.4.7-21 
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selfish desires of the old life.  It is tragic when people try to “manufacture” love, 

because the product is obviously cheap and artificial.  As the Psalmist says it in Psalm 

55:21 “The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in his heart; 

his words were softer than oil, yet they were drawn swords.” The love that we share 

with each other, and with a lost world, must be generated by the Spirit of God.  It is a 

constant power in our lives, and not something that we turn on and off like a radio. 

 

2. It is a SINCERE love – Not only is this love a spiritual love, but it is a sincere love 

(“unfeighed”).  We love “with a pure heart”  as Peter says it in verse 22. Our motive 

is not to get, but to give.  There is a kind of “success psychology” popular today that 

enables a person to subtly manipulate others in order to get what he or she wants. We 

see some children attempt this with gullible parents. If our love is sincere and from a 

pure heart, we could never “use people” for our own advantage. 

 

3. It is a FERVENT love – Peter writes, “… love one another fervently…” What does 

that mean? What is “fervent” love?” This love is also a fervent love, and this is an 

athletic term that means “striving with all of one’s energy.”  Love is something we 

have to work at, just as an Olympic contestant has to word at his or her particular 

skill.  Christian love is not a feeling; it is a matter of the will.  We show love to others 

when we treat them the same way God treats us.  God forgives us, so we forgive 

others. God is kind to us, so we are kind to others.  It is not a matter of feeling, but of 

willing, and this is something we must constantly work at if we are to succeed.  

 

We have two wonderful “assistants” to help us: 

 

2 Assistants to Help Us Love: 

1. The Word of God (Colossians 3:16-25) – The same truth that we trusted and obeyed 

to become God’s children also nurtures and empower us.  It is impossible to love the 

truth and hate the brethren. Listen to Paul’s words in Colossians 3:16-25, “
16 

Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 

the Lord. 
17 

And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 
18 

Wives, submit to your own 

husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
19 

Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter 

toward them. 
20 

Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to 

the Lord. 
21 

Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 
22 

Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eye-

service, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 
23 

And whatever you 

do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
24 

knowing that from the Lord you 

will receive the reward of the inheritance; for
 
you serve the Lord Christ. 

25 
But he 

who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.” 

2. The Spirit of God (Ephesians 5:18-30) – Paul tells us in Galatians 5:22-23, “22 But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” The Spirit of 

God produces the “fruit of the Spirit” in our lives, and the first of these is “love.” 

Listen to Paul’s words in Ephesians 5:18-30, “
18 

And do not be drunk with wine, in 

READ: 

Col.3.13-25 

READ: 

Eph.5.18-30 
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which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 
19 

speaking to one another in psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 
20 

giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 
21 

submitting to one another in the fear of God. 
22 

Wives, submit to your own 

husbands, as to the Lord. 
23 

For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is 

head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 
24 

Therefore, just as the church 

is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. 
25 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself 

for her, 
26 

that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the 

word, 
27 

that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or 

wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 
28 

So 

husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife 

loves himself. 
29 

For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, 

just as the Lord does the church. 
30 

For we are members of His body, of His flesh and 

of His bones.” 

 

If we are filled with Word of God (Colossians 3:16ff) and the Spirit of God (Ephesians 

5:18ff), we will manifest the love of God in our daily experiences.  

 

(3) As believers/Christians we enjoy the same nourishment (1 Peter 2:1-3) – Here is how 

Peter says it in 1 Peter 2:1-3, “Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, 

envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you 

may grow thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” God’s Word has 

life, gives life, and nourishes life. We should have appetites for the Word, just like 

hungry newborn babes! We should want the pure Word, unadulterated, because this alone 

can help us grow.  When I was a child, I did not really like to drink milk, and my mom 

really wanted us to drink milk, so my mother used to add various syrups and powders to 

make my milk tastier.  Remember “Nestle Quick?”  You could basically get chocolate, 

vanilla, strawberry (my favorite), and they even came out with Banana Nestle Quick! 

Remember!  I thought they were pretty good, but some people hated them.  

 

Listen, it is sad when Christians have no appetite for the Word of God, but must be “fed” 

religious entertainment instead like “Nestle’s quick-fix for baby Christians!”  So much of 

what we see in churches today is shallow and surfacy, no depth.  

 

As J.I. Packer says it, “The church is a 1,000 miles wide and ½ inch deep.”  What do you 

think he meant by that? Dr. D. Michael Lindsay, Assistant Professor of Sociology and 

Assistant director for the Center on Race, Religion and Urban Life at Rice University in 

Houston said, “Religion in America is, indeed 3,000 miles wide and only three inches 

deep.” A survey released by the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life concluded that 

America is a nation of believer, but what exactly they believe is not clear.  A whopping 

57% of evangelicals say they believe that Christianity is not the only way to eternal life, a 

stark contrast to what the Bible Teaches (1 Tim. 2:5, Jn. 14:6, Jn. 20:31, Acts 4:12).   

“That survey went on to say that there finding underscores the many ills of 

evangelicalism: Biblical illiteracy and low regard for Scripture, religious pluralism and 

tolerance, or just plain rebellion against Scriptural truths. This ignorance of and disregard 
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for Biblical truth had led to a very low view of church membership, organized religion 

and view of dogma and doctrine  as being less and less important.” 

 

And that is what we see happening so much in the church today… church that are more 

entertainment and program driven… who’s putting on the best show in town, who can 

out do the other with outrageous stunts and gimmicks.  I’ve seen everything from brightly 

colored water park type slides right in the worship area that people would slide down to 

get baptized, and right here in Buda one church had a costume party for Sunday morning 

worship service around Halloween. We become more focused on entertainment, 

sensationalism, programs, big fancy facilities, with lights and fog machines, and loud 

concert type atmosphere… and at the same time we have become less and less focused on 

the Word of God, strong Biblical teaching and preaching, programs that center more on 

God’s Word.  I think so often today… our services and worship times are 95% hype and 

show, music, worship, and less than 1% preaching/teaching of the Word of God.  

 

In a recent article appearing in “Christianity Today,” written by Ed Stetzer, (Ph.D. and hold 

the Billy Graham Chair of Church, Mission and Evangelism at Wheaton College and serves as 

Executive Director of the Billy Graham Center)  this low view and priority of God’s Word is 

brought to alarming attention. The article in Christianity Today is entitled. “The Epidemic of 

Bible Illiteracy in Our Churches” by Ed Stetzer. He is just a part of what it says… 

 

The Sad Statistics - Christians claim to believe the Bible is God's Word. We claim it's 

God's divinely inspired, inerrant message to us. Yet despite this, we aren't reading it. A 

recent LifeWay Research study found… 

 

 Only 45 percent of those who regularly attend church read the Bible more than once a 

week.  

 Over 40 percent of the people attending read their Bible occasionally, maybe once or 

twice a month.  

 Almost 1 in 5 churchgoers say they never read the Bible—essentially the same 

number who read it every day. 

 

Because we don't read God's Word, it follows that we don't know it. To understand the 

effects, we can look to statistics of another Western country: the United Kingdom. The 

United Kingdom Bible Society surveyed British children and found many could not 

identify common Bible stories. When given a list of stories, almost 1 in 3 didn't choose 

the Nativity as part of the Bible and over half (59 percent) didn't know that Jonah being 

swallowed by the great fish is in the Bible. 

 

British parents didn't do much better. Around 30 percent of parents don't know Adam and 

Eve, David and Goliath, or the Good Samaritan are in the Bible. To make matters worse, 

27 percent think Superman is or might be a biblical story. More than 1 in 3 believes the 

same about Harry Potter. And more than half (54 percent) believe The Hunger Games is 

or might be a story from the Bible. 

 

http://www.lifewayresearch.com/
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But it's more than simply not knowing stories from Scripture. Our lack of biblical literacy 

has led to a lack of biblical doctrine. LifeWay Research found that… 

 

 While 67 percent of Americans believe heaven is a real place, 45 percent believe 

there are many ways to get there—including 1 in 5 evangelical Christians.  

 More than half of evangelicals (59 percent) believe the Holy Spirit is a force and not a 

personal being—in contrast to the orthodox biblical teaching of the Trinity being 

three Persons in one God.  

 As a whole, Americans, including many Christians, hold unbiblical views on hell, sin, 

salvation, Jesus, humanity, and the Bible itself. 

 

There is little excuse for anyone living in Western Civilization, particularly Christians, to 

not know or read the Bible. Nine out of ten American homes have at least one Bible. The 

average American—Christian or not—owns at least three Bibles. And technology has put 

Bibles at our fingertips wherever we are—you can download the Bible for free on your 

smartphone. 

 

 

As we grow, we discover that the Word is milk for babes, but also strong meat for the 

mature.  

 

 

 

3 Things God’s Word Does for Us: 

1. God’s word is meat to feed and grow us (mature us) – Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 

3:1-4, “
1
And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to 

carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until 

now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are 

still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not 

carnal and behaving like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and 

another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not carnal?”  The idea of being “carnal” here has 

to do with spiritual immaturity, and child-like behavior… envy, strife, divisions, 

arguments, like childish behavior. It idea is that Paul was encouraging them to go 

deeper in God’s Word that they might grow and mature past these childish ways. 

Similarly the writer of Hebrews says in  Hebrews 5:11-14, “
11 

Of whom we have 

much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.
 12 

For 

though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again 

the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not 

solid food. 
13 

For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of 

righteousness, for he is a babe. 
14 

But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, 

that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good 

and evil.” What is he saying? He is essentially saying, get into the meat of God Word 

that you might grow and mature in your faith. Listen, there is no substitute for God’s 

Word. If you want to grow in your faith you must… must get into the Word. There 

are not short cuts, or quick fixes. We only grow by going deeper in the Word of God.  
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Some will say, “Well, I try to read the Bible, but I just don’t get anything out of it! I 

don’t understand it! I don’t see what everyone else sees.”  Listen, when I was a child, 

I didn’t always listen to my parents. That doesn’t mean they were speaking. I just 

didn’t listen. Sometime, in my childishness I might have even thought at times that 

they didn’t know what they were talking about, I knew more, or I didn’t understand 

them and they didn’t understand them. But you know, it is amazing that as we get 

older the smarter our parent get, and the things they told us and said to us all the 

sudden begin to make more sense, and they get real smart, and we start to get it.  

 

That is how it is with the Word of God. Listen, if you aren’t getting it, not grasping it, 

it doesn’t make sense to you, you don’t see it… STAY WITH IT! KEEP GOING! 

KEEP READING! KEEP POURING INTO IT!  It’s your growth! 

 

2. God’s word is bread to sustain us - Matthew 4:4, “But He (Jesus) answered and 

said, ‘It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 

from the mouth of God’” Jesus said this while being tempted in the desert by the 

devil, the enemy! We live in that wilderness/desert, and the enemy is constantly 

attacking and trying to tear us down.  It’s hard work being a Christian in this world. 

We need… must have something to sustain us! That something is God’s Word. You 

can’t keep going with our nourishment, pouring something in so you have something 

to pour out. We need God’s Word to sustain us every day.  

3. God’s word is honey to minister to us - Psalm 119:103, “How sweet are Your words 

to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” When I hear this I think of how there 

are times when I just need something good, comfort, help, ministry. My needs are 

great. I get weary. I sometimes want to quite. Life happened and we get tired. 

Sometimes we just needs something sweet to touch the tip of our tongue… something 

sweet to keep us going… something to bring soothing, comfort, healing, help. I love 

that God’s Word is like this for us. Like a shade tree and cool breeze on a hot 

Summer day! Like a fresh, cold glass of iced tea after mowing the grass! Like a sweet 

and satisfying taste of honey on a fresh hot butter biscuit… comfort food! That’s 

God’s Word! It’s good! 

 

Look at this, and think about this with me in 1 Peter 2:1-3 again, “
1
Therefore, laying 

aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, 

desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow [a]thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted 

that the Lord is gracious.” 

 

Okay, stay with me on this… sometimes children have no appetite because they have 

been eating the wrong things. Do we ever do that… even in our Christian life? We have 

not appetite for the things of God, particularly for what He says is saying in our life 

through His Word?  Peter warned his readers to “lay aside” certain things… certain 

wrong attitudes of the heart that would hinder their appetite and spiritual growth. He lists 

them:  

 

Things that will spoil our appetite for spiritual growth and the Word of God: 

1. Malice -   “Malice” means wickedness in general. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-3&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30402a
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2. Deceit - “Deceit” means guile, craftiness, using devious words and actions to get 

what we want. 

3. Hypocrisy -  Of course, if we are guilt of malice and deceit, we will try to hide it, and 

this produces “hypocrisy.” 

4. Envy - Often the cause of ill will is “envy.’ 

5. Evil speak - And one result of “envy” is evil speaking, conversation that tears the 

other person down. 

 

If these attitudes and actions are in our lives, we will lose our appetite for the pure Word 

of God. If we stop feeding on the Word, we stop growing, and we stop enjoying 

(“tasting”) the grace that we find in the Lord. When Christians are growing in the Word, 

they are peacemakers, not troublemakers, and they promote the unity of the church.  

 

2. We are stones in the same building (1 Peter 2:4-8) 

“
4 

Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and 

precious, 
5 

you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, 

to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6 

Therefore it is also 

contained in the Scripture, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he 

who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.’ 
7 

Therefore, to you who believe, He 

is precious; but to those who are disobedient, ‘The stone which the builders rejected has 

become the chief cornerstone,’ 
8 

and ‘A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.’ They 

stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed.” 

 

That phrase “coming to Him” = “Coming” in the Greek here means to come with the idea of 

remaining… as in a brick or stone that is permanently set in place and mortared/bonded in as 

a part of a building/wall. It is there permanently and it is one part of the whole, and this idea 

says much about both the church and individual believers/Christians. Here it means to remain 

in Christ presence with intimate fellowship (READ: John 15:5-15).  Why is it important to 

“remain” or be “permanently set” in Christ? How might this help us when we are going 

through times of suffering and struggle (i.e. those persecuted in 1 Peter)? 

 

How this pictures the church and Christians?: 

(1) In the church it is important to remember that we didn’t join the church, we were 

place in the church – Placed how? By “Master Builder” as He sees fit. Your being “in 

the church” and a part of the body of Christ is all the work of God in calling you and 

saving you through Jesus Christ, and thereby placing you in the body… the building… 

one stone in the building. Listen to Paul’s words in Ephesians 2:4-10, “4 But God, who is 

rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were 

dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 
6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 

that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For 

we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them.” Or even more direct in 1 Corinthians 12:18, 

“
18 

But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.” 
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(2) In the church it is important that we recognize the significance/importance of each 

other – In other words you are just one stone/brick laid in the building of the building. 

Each brick laid together is what creates the building. Each one is important and none 

more important than the other. Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 state it this way, 

using the body as a the picture rather than a building, “
12 

For as the body is one and has 

many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also 

is Christ. 
13 

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or 

Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink 
[g]

into one Spirit. 
14 

For 

in fact the body is not one member but many.” Paul says it like this, even using the 

building illustration, in Ephesians 2:19-22, ““19 Now, therefore, you are no longer 

strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 

household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being 

fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built 

together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.” I like how the writer of Hebrews says 

it in Hebrews 10:23-25, “23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 

for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love 

and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of 

some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day 

approaching.” 

(3) In the church it is important that we remain steadfast in what the church is for and 

whose we are – Here is how Peter says it again in 1 Peter 2:4-5, “
4 
Coming to Him as to 

a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 
5 

you also, as 

living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  The church is about Jesus.  As the 

body of Christ, the church is the hands of feet of Jesus with Him as the head. As a 

building Jesus is the “Chief Cornerstone” as Peter says in verse 6… meaning He holds it 

all together. And what is the building for but to be a dwelling place of God/Jesus. He 

indwells (fills/lives in) the building of God, the church. The church is all about Jesus. It is 

all about glorifying Him, making Him known, worshiping Him. It all about Him. So Peter 

says this building, which we are each a part of as believer, has as it purpose, “… to offer 

up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”(v.5)  Folks, there is only 

one Savior, Jesus Christ, and only one spiritual building, the church.  Jesus Christ is the 

chief cornerstone of the church (Ephesians 2:20), binding and building together.  Whether 

we agree with each other or not, all true Christians belong to each other as stones in 

God’s building. Here it is again in Ephesians 2:19-22,  “19 Now, therefore, you are no 

longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 

household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being 

fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built 

together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”  The phrase, “a living stone” is both a 

metaphor and a paradox, this phrase from the Old Testament (vv.6-8) emphasizes that 

Christ, “the cornerstone,”  and “stone of stumbling,” is alive from the dead and has a 

living relationship with saved humanity (v.5; see also 1 Cor. 15:45 and 1 John 5:11-12) 

“rejected… but chosen” = (see v.7) The messianic credentials of Jesus were examined by 

the false religious leader of Israel and contemptuously rejected (vv.6-8; see also Matthew 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28648g
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12:22-24 and John 1:10-11). But Jesus Christ was God’s precious and elect Son, 

ultimately authenticated through His resurrection from the dead (see Psalm 2:10-11, 

Matthew 3:17, Acts 2:23-24 & 32, Acts 4:11-12, Acts 5:30-31, Acts 10:39). “you also, as 

living stones” = Christians are so closely identified and united with Christ that the very 

life that exists in Christ exists in them also (see Galatians 2:20, Colossians 3:3-4, 2 Peter 

2:4) “built up a spiritual house” = Metaphorically, God is building a spiritual house, 

putting all believers in place, integrating each one with others, and each one with the life 

of Christ (see Ephesians 2:19, Hebrews 3:6) 

 

Peter gave a full description of Jesus Christ, the stone. He is a living stone because He was 

raised from the dead in victory.  He is a chosen stone of the Father, and He is precious.  Peter 

quoted Isaiah 28:16 and Psalm 118:22 in his description and pointed out that Jesus Christ, 

though chosen by God, was rejected by men.  He was not the kind of Messiah theyw ere 

expecting, so they stumbled over Him.  Jesus referred to this same Scripture when He 

debated with the Jewish leaders (Matthew 21:42ff, Psalm 118:22). Though rejected by men, 

Jesus Christ was exalted by God! 

 

The real cause of  this Jewish stumbling was their refusal to submit to the Word (1 Peter 2:8). 

Had they believed and obeyed the Word, they would have received their Messiah and been 

saved.  Of course, people today still stumble over Christ and His cross (1 Corinthians 1:18ff). 

Those who believe on Christ “shall not be confounded (ashamed).” 

 

In His first mention of the church, Jesus compared it to a building: “I will build by church 

(Matthew 16:18). Believers are living stones in His building. Each time someone trust Christ, 

another stone is quarried out of the pit of sin and cemented by grace into the building.  It may 

look to us that the church on earth is a pile of rubble and ruins, but God sees the total 

structure as it grows (Ephesians 2:19-22).  What a privilege we have to be a part of His 

church, “an habitation of God through the Spirit.” 

 

Peter wrote this letter to believers living in five different provinces, yet he said that they all 

belong to one “spiritual house.”  There is a unity of God’s people that transcends all local and 

individual assemblies and fellowships.  We belong to each other because we belong to Christ.  

This does not mean that doctrinal and denominational distinctive are wrong, because each 

local church must be fully persuaded by the Spirit. But it does mean that we must not permit 

our differences to destroy the spiritual unity we have in Christ.  We ought to be mature 

enough to disagree without in any sense becoming disagreeable.  

 

A contractor in Michigan was building a house, and the construction of the first floor went 

smoothly.  But when they started on the second floor, they had nothing but trouble. None of 

the materials from the lumberyard would fit properly.  Then they discovered the reason: they 

were working with two different sets of blueprints! Once they got rid of the old set, 

everything went well, and they built a lovely house.  

 

Too often, Christians hinder the building of the church because they are following the wrong 

plans.  When Solomon built his temple, his workmen followed the plans so carefully that 

everything fit together on the construction site (1 Kings 6:7). If all of us would follow God’s 
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blueprints given in His Word, we would be able to work together without discord and build 

His church for His glory.  

 

3. We are priests in the same temple (1 Peter 2:5&9) 

“a holy priesthood” = OT priests and NT believers-priests share a number of characteristics: 

(1) priesthood is an elect privilege (Exodus 28:1, John 15:16)  (2) priests are cleansed of sins 

(Lev. 8:6-36; Titus 2:14) (3) priests are clothed for service (1 Peter 5:5, Ex. 28:42, Lev 8:7ff, 

Ps 132:9,16) (4) priests are anointed for service (Lev. 8:12,30; 1 John 2:20, 27) (5) priests are 

prepared for service (Lev. 8:33, Lev. 9:4, 23, Gal. 1:16, 1 Tim. 3:6) (6) priests are ordained 

to obedience (v.4, Lev.10:1ff) (7) priests are to honor the Word of God (v2, Mal.2:7) (8) 

priests are to walk with God (Mal.2:6, Gal 5:16, 25) (9) priests are to impact sinners (Mal 

2:6, Gal. 6:1) (10) priests are messengers of God (Mal 2:7, Mt. 28:19-20.  Themain privilege 

of a priest, however, is access to God.  

 

We are a “holy priesthood” and a “royal priesthood.”  This corresponds to the heavenly 

priesthood of our Lord, for He is both King and Priest (see Heb. 7). In the Old Testament no 

king in Israel served as a priest; and the one kind who tried was judged by God (2 Chronicles 

26:16-21). Our Lord’s heavenly throne is a throne of grace from which we may obtain by 

faith all that we need to live for Him and serve Him (Heb. 4:14-16).  

 

What this means for us as believers/Christains ?: 

(1) In the Old Testament period, God’s people had a priesthood, but today, God people 

are the priesthood.   

(2) Each individual believe has the privilege of coming into the presence of God (Heb. 

10:19-25).  

(3) We do not come to God through any person on earth, but only through the one 

Mediator, Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 2:1-8).  

(4) Because He is alive in glory, interceding for us, we can minister as holy priests.  

 

That means that our lives should be lived as though we were priests in a temple. It is indeed a 

privilege to serve as a priest. No man in Israel could serve at the altar or enter the tabernacle 

or temple holy place, except those born into the tribe of Levi and consecrated to God for 

service. Each priest and Levite had different ministries to perform, yet they were together 

under the high priest, serving to glorify God. As God’s priests today, we must work together 

at the director of our Great High Priest, Jesus Christ. Each ministry that we perform for His 

glory is a service to God.  

 

What do priest do?: 

(1) Priests offer sacrifices - Peter mentioned especially the privilege of offering “spiritual 

sacrifices.”  Christians today do not bring animal sacrifices as did the Old Testament 

worshippers, but we do have our own sacrifices to present to God.  

 

Sacrifices we present to God today according to Scripture: 

1. We ought to give/offer our bodies to Him as living sacrifices (Romans 12;1-2) –  

2. We ought to give/offer the praise of our lips to Him (Hebrews 13:15) –  

3. We ought to give/offer the good word we do for other to Him (Hebrews 13:16) –  
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4. We ought to give/offer the money and other material things we share with others 

in God’s service as a spiritual sacrifice (Philipians 4:10-12) –  

5. We ought to give/offer the people we win to Christ as a sacrifice to His glory 

(Romans 15:16) –  

 

NOTE: We offer these sacrifices through Jesus Christ, for only then are they 

acceptable with God. If we do any of this for our own glory or pleasure, then it will 

not be accepted as a spiritual sacrifice.  

 

(2) Priests are an influence for godliness - God wanted His people Israel to become “a 

kingdom of priests” (Exodus 19:6), a spiritual influence for godliness, but Israel failed 

Him.  Instead of being a positive influence on the godless and secular/pagan nations 

around them, Israel imitated those nations and adopted their practices. Do we ever do that 

today? What about as Christians and the church? Cite examples. God had to discipline 

His people many times for their idolatry, but they still persisted in sin. Today, Israel has 

no temple or priesthood. 

 

What should/must our influence look like today in our world? Jesus put in everyday 

terms for us in His Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:13-16.  Speaking of our influence 

He said, “13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be 

seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by 

men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor 

do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all 

who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in heaven.” What do these verse tell us about our calling 

as priests to influence those around us?  

 

(3) Priests maintain a separate position in this world - It is important that we, as God’s 

priests, maintain our separated position in this world. But what exactly does that look like 

and mean for us today? Some would suggest that we withdraw from the corruption and 

depravity of our world and culture and society, and that as we see things getting worse 

and worse we must retreat to our “holy huddles” and “religions monasteries or ivory 

palaces” for protection and preservation. Other would say that we must be more tolerate 

and loving, more accepting and accommodating, and in some ways maybe even find 

common and middle ground in order that we may reach out to and win them over, and 

certainly let them know that we are not some bigoted, hate filled Christian. Which is it? 

Priests are separated, consecrated, set apart for a purpose that calls them to be separate 

and different.   

 

The Apostle Paul, rather pointedly said it in 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, “
14 

Do not be 

unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with 

lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 
15 

And what accord has 

Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 
16 

And what 

agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you
 
 are the temple of the living God. As 

God has said: ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they 

shall be My people.’ 
17 

Therefore ‘Come out from among them and be separate, says the 
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Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.’ 
18 

‘I will be a Father to you, 

and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.’” That seems pretty 

direct and pointed. What is and isn’t Paul telling, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 

concerning this kind of “worldly separation” that believers, as priest, are to offer up to 

God.  

 

What priestly separation is and isn’t?: 

1. We must not be isolated, because the world needs our influence and witness 

2. But we must not permit the world to infect us or change us  

3. Separation is not isolation; it is contact without contamination  

 

(4) Priests minister together under the same High Priest - The fact that each individual 

believer can go to God personally and offer spiritual sacrifices should not encourage 

selfishness or “individualism” on our part. We are priests together, serving the same High 

Priest, ministering in the same spiritual temple.  The fact that there is but one High Priest 

and heavenly Mediator indicates unity among the people of God.  While we must 

maintain our personal walk with God, we must not do it at the expense of other Christians 

by ignoring or neglecting them.   Several “social scientists” have written books dealing 

with what they call the “me complex” in modern society.  The emphasis today is on 

taking care of yourself and forgetting about others. This same attitude has crept into the 

church, as I see it.  Too much modern church music centers on the individual and ignores 

the fellowship of the church. Many books and sermons focus on personal experience to 

the neglect of ministry to the whole body.  I realize that the individual must care for 

himself if he is to help others, but there must be balance.  

 

A final word needs to be said here concerning the doctrine of “the priesthood of all 

believer.”  This Biblical doctrine is reinforced in Peter’s writing here 1 Peter, and would 

have been an important concept especially for those converts coming out of Judaism or 

being confronted with the false teaching of the “Judaizers.”  Also given the separation 

they were experiencing from the more organized religious institutions they were 

accustomed to.  The “priesthood of all believers” basically says that every believer is a 

priest unto God himself or herself because of the way opened for us by Jesus Christ on the 

cross (remember the torn veil of the temple) and doesn’t not need another to go to God on 

their behalf, but can go directly to God themselves. What does the “priesthood of all 

believers” mean personally to you?  You are a priest! 

 

4. We are citizens of the same nation (1 Peter 2:9-10) 

 

CONCLUSION 


